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On Thursday 19th May the 

combined forces of the visual arts 

were on display across both KAS 

sites in an exhibition of work by 

Y13 students. 

The staff and students were proud to 

display the fruits of all their labours 

across the last two years and there 

was a party atmosphere as the 

exhibition also marked the last day of 

lesson before study leave began for 

the year group. 

 

You can see more photos of the 

exhibition on the school website. 

ART, PHOTOGRAPHY 

Happy Y13 art students and their proud art staff  

&  DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

SHOW 

Art 

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2022/05/24/creativity-on-display-in-the-year-13-final-show/
https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2022/05/24/creativity-on-display-in-the-year-13-final-show/
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Photography 

Design Technology 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
ISA ATHLETICS SUCCESS 

KAS had a very successful day at the ISA Athletics competition in Bedfordshire with over 

thirty Year 6,7,8 & 9 students taking part. 

Our athletes generally finished in the top three in the track events with outstanding 

performances from Laurie C (Y7), Louis (Y9) and Freddie (Y6) who will all go through to 

compete at the National competition. 

The Y9 boys relay team were gutted to miss out on the finals by 0.06 seconds! All of our 

KAS student approached the day with maturity and resilience.  

SCIENCE WEEK 

Science Week. Due to the inspection and other 

commitments we held our Science week a little 

later than the rest of the country. We invited 

Zoolab in to speak to Year 8 about biodiversity. 

The pupils were given the opportunity to handle 

unusual animals such as a Madagascan hissing 

cockroach and a corn snake  

The Year 9 students were treated to a presentation 

about the Solar System, stars and the Universe 

from Explorerdome who came in with their 

inflatable planetarium. Pupils learnt about some of 

our constellations and the different types of star in 

the universe. They learnt about some of the history 

behind the observations that led to creation of the 

signs of the zodiac.  

Head of Science, Phil said: “they really enjoyed the 

presentation and we were all amazed and 

somewhat awestruck by the sheer scale of the 

universe.” 
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LAST DAY FOR YEAR 11  

“Wednesday 11th May marked an important 

checkpoint for our Y11s as they ended timetabled lessons and began study leave. It’s 

been a challenging journey for this cohort and, with some planning to fly the nest after 

GCSEs, it was only fitting that we celebrated the occasion. Students, parents, and staff 

were invited to a breakfast where we were able to hear speeches recounting fond 

memories of times at KAS and were treated to a musical performance from Berry.  

Then Form Tutors joined students for paintballing where any signs of pre-exam nerves 

were instantly displaced by fear as we were handed our weapons. A feisty war of 

attrition, followed by some sneaky manoeuvres to capture the castle, demonstrated that 

these KAS kids will not be daunted by any challenge. With this in mind, we’re confident 

this cohort will show that they have what it takes to do well in these GCSE exams. Best 

of luck Year 11!”              Alex Wahnon, Head of Year 11 

Year 13 also went paintballing then came 

back to KAS to enjoy a barbeque on the 

field which was attended by their 

parents.  

Head of Sixth Form Takako said: “It was 

a really nice way for the Y13s to wrap up 

their time in the Sixth Form and to send 

them off before they started their exams.  

Something we haven’t done before (in 

my time) was to include parents in the 

leavers barbeque and it was great to 

have them there. For parents who have 

watched their children grow up at the 

school it was lovely to celebrate the end 

of their KAS journey together.” 

Y13 will be back on site to take their A 

levels and will be celebrating graduation 

and attending their prom at the end of 

June. 

LAST DAY FOR YEAR 13 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

GEOGRAPHY TRIP 

Year 12 A level 

students have been 

investigating ‘place’ 

and the power of 

rebranding. They 

explored this through 

the Kings Cross 

regeneration project 

where they spent time collecting primary data and building 

on secondary research, to investigate how successful the 

project has been in relation to its original aims. Students 

explored the sensory impact of the place, took field 

sketches, and experimented with psycho-geography 

inspired field techniques.  

SHAKESPEARE MONOLOGUE WIN 

Our Year 7 students aced the ISA Shakespeare 

Monologue competition! 

There were two categories - Learnt Monologue 

and Original Monologue where students were 

tasked with writing their own speech based on a 

character from a Shakespeare play. 

Huge congratulations to Polly K who came FIRST 

in the KS3 Original Monologue category.  

The judges said: “First Place! A very strong and engaging Lady Macbeth, which resonates 

both power and distress. Sensitive and compelling, an evocative performance and 

speech.” 

Maisie B received a special commendation for a monologue she based on Juliet. The 

judges said: “Highly Commended. A very witty and charming take on Romeo and Juliet. I 

love the scepticism and the satire and the performance is terrific.” 

Head of Drama, Lucy worked with the students to help them prepare, and said, "it was 

lovely to see the enthusiasm and effort which the Year 7 students put into their 

performances."  

You can see their performances on the school website, along with a bonus video of Alia 

whose hard work deserves recognition.  

https://www.isaschools.org.uk/arts/drama/shakespeare-monologue-competition
https://www.isaschools.org.uk/arts/drama/shakespeare-monologue-competition
https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2022/05/06/talking-shakespeare-with-year-7/
https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2022/05/06/talking-shakespeare-with-year-7/
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“Towards the end of May, a 

brave team of staff took on Year 

13 boys and clinched a narrow 7-

6 victory. There were complaints 

from the students about the 

impartiality of Jeff’s refereeing 

but, as Head of Maths, we know 

he’s got his numbers straight.” 

STAFF V STUDENTS MATCHES 

Tom Franklin reported on the recent 

matches: “At the start of May, the Year 

11 vs staff football game was a real 

thriller. Staff went   4-1 up in the first 

half before losing overall    6-5 in the 

dying minutes. The old legs gave way I 

think! But we definitely had one goal 

that wasn’t given, it was so far over the 

line! I’m obviously not competitive at 

all….” 

ECONOMICS TRIPS 

With external exams imminent, Year 13 Economics 

students spent a day at a revision workshop which 

focused on exam skills and featured sessions by expert 

examiners. It was a fantastic opportunity for students to 

really perfect their skills.  

Year 12 students are building up to their block exams but 

are looking forward to a trip to the Bank of England 

museum and City of London as a grand finale to their 

first year of study. 
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KAS COUNSELLING SERVICE 

Confidential counselling support is available for all students.  

Contact Tracy via email tracyp@kingalfred.org.uk to make an appointment.   
 

 

 

The Photography Department published the first of their 

planned termly magazine, Open Book. 

Photography Assistant, Sophie told us, “each issue will be a 

little different, starting off with a humble magazine style 

publication for the first issue, then who knows what for issue 

02?!” 

The first print run sold out and the first 15 issues came with a 

free gold print! 

PHOTOGRAPHY ON THE PAGE 

UNPLUGGED 

The Music Department hosted another 

successful concert as ‘Unplugged’ took over 

The Phoenix Theatre. Music Tech teacher, Dan 

told us: “Unplugged was an amazing success. 

It was so great to see the Theatre at full 

capacity again; and all performances from year 

6-13 were amazing. They worked so hard and 

the atmosphere was incredible. The whole 

evening was pure joy, and a reminder of just 

how important live performances are.” 

SCHOOL NEWS 

mailto:tracyp@kingalfred.org.uk
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WE CAN HANDLE THE DRAMA OF IT ALL 

The Drama Department are always busy and this term has been seen The Phoenix 

Theatre constantly buzzing with rehearsals and performances. We caught up with 

some of the students who have taken to the stage.  

 

Y12 Theatre Studies students presented a play they’d 

devised called ‘The Impurity of a Woman.’ 

Ellie told us: “It was about the negative ways in which 

women have been presented throughout history and the 

control exercised over them by men.”  

Lili-Kitty spoke to us after the performance: “My favourite 

part was seeing it all come together. It was amazing to 

hear the positive feedback from audience members and to 

be able to tell the story we’ve been working so hard on 

creating for weeks. It was a really rewarding feeling when it 

was done.”  

 

 

 

Y12 UAL Performance & Production Arts students Bertie and 

Jacob took on Harold Pinter play, ‘The Dumb Waiter’. Bertie 

told us about it:  

“At the beginning we struggled to understand it if I’m 

honest. It’s only when we started to look into the subtext 

that we began to understand the themes and what the play 

is really trying to say.  

It was an enjoyable and unique performing experience as 

it’s a one act play, there are no breaks and we’re on stage 

for the whole 50 minutes. It was a strange, but really 

insightful, piece to perform 

and I feel like I’ve learned a 

lot from doing it.” 

 

 

Meanwhile rehearsals are 

in full swing for the 

Middle School production 

of ‘High School Musical’ 

which will be taking over 

The Phoenix after Half 

Term. 
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READING UPDATES 

Rachael gave us an update from Lower School about the Parent/Staff donation for 

updating classroom libraries. Reading Ambassadors were chosen from each class who 

were responsible for gathering everyone’s views and then selecting the new books for the 

class libraries. They also organised the books in their classrooms once they arrived. In all 

classes the new books have proven to be popular. Thank you so much Parent Staff. Your 

donation really raised the profile of reading and has increased the range of books in all 

the Lower School classrooms.  

 

OA Anton being interviewed by students 

 DEVELOPMENT NEWS 

OA AND  

ANNUAL GIVING FOR THE PHOENIX 

THEATRE 

Thank you to everyone who has supported 

completion of the final phase of the investment 

in The Phoenix Theatre. This performing arts 

space, used across the school for everything 

from TEDx to Unplugged to UAL performances 

to our School concerts and shows, will be 

vastly improved by the addition of flexible 

changing rooms and classrooms, extended 

backstage area and technical box and integral restroom facilities, as 

well as much needed storage. We are very pleased that the school has 

received a major gift of £10,000, which will give a boost to the funds 

raised to date.  

If you are able to give the value of two theatre tickets, in support of the 

Phoenix, please do scan the code here.  

Y13 photographers  
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OLD ALFREDIAN NEWS 

Old Alfredians from the class of 1952 returned 

for scones and tea and a walk around the KAS 

grounds in the afternoon sun. 

It was wonderful to hear that some of these 

friendships had blossomed in the 1940s and 

remained over sixty years of holidaying, 

weekend breaks and dinners together. OA, 

Marion and her husband, Harry had managed 

travelled from Israel to visit.  

 

 

It is wonderful when we receive donations to the 

Archives from Old Alfredians and their families. 

Recently, Ian Elvey whose late wife, Charlotte was an 

OA donated this beautiful sketch of the Carpenter’s 

Hut on Manor Wood she had sketched at school in the 

sixties.  

 

 

 

 

Old Alfredian, Diane Kabadi, donated an ink sketch of her art teacher, 

Jill Russell who she described as instrumental in helping her gain her 

place at the Chelsea school of Art.  

 

OA VISITS 

We’ve had several exciting visits from OAs as part of the 125 Old 

Alfredian Voices project. OA, Jordan Schwarzenberger spent a 

nostalgic morning with us and credits “a lot to The King Alfred 

School. I wouldn't be in my current position without them.” He now 

runs his own talent management company. 

 

We headed to Suffolk to see OA Esmond 

Harris, MBE who told us about his formative 

years at KAS before WWII. His favourite place 

was the woodwork workshop, where Esmond made this bookcase, 

which is now 84 years old! Esmond went on to become an expert 

in forestry and an early exponent of conservation of woodlands for 

which he was awarded his MBE. He credits KAS for giving him a 

deep love of nature and a strong sense of community centred on 

mutual respect. 

 

After giving one of our Connection Series talks this spring, OA David Kovar helped a 

Year 12 student secure a work experience placement in an NHS mental health setting. 

We are always looking to gain work experience opportunities for pupils through the Old 

Alfredian network. 

Jordan 

Esmond 
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NATIONAL THEATRE SUCCESS FOR STUDENTS 

Back in February the National Youth Theatre 

came in to run workshops and hold 

auditions for our students. The Drama 

Department are thrilled that three (yes, 

count them, three!) of our students have 

made it through and earned a spot in the 

company. Huge congratulations to Bertie 

Y12, Essenine Y11 and Amelie Y10. 

Head of Drama, Lucy Hall said: “This is an 

outstanding achievement - the National 

Youth Theatre is notoriously difficult to get 

into so they have done so well. We are 

feeling very proud in Drama!” 

A DAY FOR DAWN 

On Saturday the 7th May we gathered to remember 

Dawn Moore, a warm, bright and compassionate 

woman whose impact as Head of KAS has left a great 

legacy. The generations of Old Alfredians, former and 

current staff, past and current parents and Dawn’s 

family shared stories of the influence she had on their 

lives and our school. It was a beautiful afternoon that 

saw KAS Society President, Kara Conti and Robert 

unveil a bench and Magnolia tree for future generations 

of Alfredians to enjoy. 

Head of Estates, Zah Rasul wrote a beautiful poem in 

Dawn’s memory which you can read on the school 

website. 

NYT workshop in February 

School dog, Alfie on Dawn’s bench 

KASS President Kara speaking 

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2022/05/10/a-day-for-dawn/
https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2022/05/10/a-day-for-dawn/
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KASTONBURY IS BACK 

Tickets are now on sale for the return of the legendary KAS summer festival.  

There will be food, drink, stalls and musical performances by a host of 

talented KAS students so grab your tickets and save the date:  

2nd July 12noon—4pm. 

https://kingalfredschool.nuwebgroup.com/events/18716

