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EDUCATION ON 

THE MOVE 

Back row L-R: Robert Lobatto, Bill Lucas, Gwyn ap Harri, Rachel McFarlane, Jack (XP school student) 

Front row L-R: Al McConville, Aliyah York, Kerry Jane Packman, Olly Newton, Vanessa Dewhurst, Mike Nicholson 

On Saturday 19th March The King Alfred School Society and campaign group Rethinking 

Assessment hosted the ‘Education on the Move’ conference, bringing together voices from across 

the UK to share ideas on how our education system needs to change.  

Researcher and educator Professor Bill Lucas summed up the day saying, “A very broad group of 

thinkers, parents, employers, educators, students, researchers came together today, all 

convinced that in different ways we have something of a curriculum emergency and we need to 

radically rethink the way we evidence the full range of young people’s strengths.”  

Bill Lucas chairs the panel Aliyah York founder of Pupil 
Power 

Vanessa Dewhurst Chief 
People Officer, Mishcon de 
Reya 

Kerry Jane Packman, 
Parentkind 

https://rethinkingassessment.com/
https://rethinkingassessment.com/
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The day started with a poetry performance by three Year 6 

King Alfred students who talked about being in their perfect 

school. This was contrasted by a Year 13 speaker, Alanna, who 

felt that having to cram for exams was crushing her love of 

learning. The point was clear, by insisting students take make-

or-break exams we are robbing them of the positive learning 

experiences which characterise much of the primary school 

years.  

 

The day featured a panel of speakers representing different 

perspectives, including Cambridge University admissions and 

Law firm Mishcon de Reya. Aliyah York, founder of Pupil 

Power said, “Exams de-humanised my experience of school. 

Something has to happen and we need to open our minds to 

alternatives.” 

 

Schools who are already making changes to how they 

assess pupil attainment and moving away from a solely 

GCSE based offering gave presentations in the new Sixth 

Form Centre and 6-8 Building. The presentations included 

one by our own Julian Reed on the new 6-8 curriculum. The 

afternoon session then concluded with a Q&A with Gwyn ap 

Harri of XP School and a sneak peek of the Learner Profiles 

being developed by Peter Hyman and his colleagues at 

School 21. 

Co-organiser and Deputy Head of The King Alfred School Al 

McConville said, “It’s been great to host this amazing group 

of people and there is a real feeling here today that we are 

building the momentum for real change to happen. Here at 

The King Alfred School we are already trialling a new way of 

delivering a more interdisciplinary curriculum in Years 6-8 

and want to start taking the learnings 

from that, and from speakers we’ve 

heard today, into the GCSE years.” 

You can read a longer version of this article on the school website. 

Y13 student Alanna, Y6 poets and Robert on 
stage 

L-R: Olly Newton (The Edge Foundation), Jack (XP student ), Gwyn ap 
Harri (Founder of XP school) 

Robert welcomed everyone to the day 

School 21 (above) and KAS (below) 
present to delegates 

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2022/03/22/education-reform-up-for-discussion/
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YEAR 7 CREATIVITY WEEK 

Year 7 took a step back in time for their 

Greek-themed creativity week. They stepped 

away from their normal lessons to take part 

in a variety of different activities which were 

all linked by the myth of Medusa. 

They learnt about the Ancient Greeks and 

the variety of ways they’ve contributed to 

Western civilisation. They then spent time 

thinking about mythology and produced 

some creative writing around the Medusa 

myth. As part of the introductory work they 

have also learnt about depictions of Greek 

myths and all painted a pot. 

Students then got to choose how they spent 

the rest of the week. Picking from: art, 

drama, music, ICT and theatre tech they then split into groups and spent the rest of the 

week working towards a multi-media celebration on the Friday. 

In art we saw them creating scary Medusa inspired faces from clay, the twist? They couldn’t 

look at their sculptures while they were making them – they put the clay and their hands 

inside a bag and sculpted using only their sense of touch. The resulting scary sculptures 

were mounted on a pole. 

In drama they were working on a performance based on the myth and students who had 

selected music were composing original music to convey the story. 

Over in the Phoenix a group of students were learning about theatre lighting and sound and 

stage management ready to host the performances. 

In ICT the students were coding games with Medusa as the ultimate boss level baddie. Alfie 

and Seth told us: “We’re working together on a game 

which we’re designing in Scratch. On each level the 

character will gain different skills and at the end he 

battles Medusa.” 

The aim is to make the 

learning fun and to allow 

students to express the 

things they’ve learned in a 

way that they enjoy. 
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OA Anton being interviewed by students 

 DEVELOPMENT NEWS 

OA AND  

DRINKS RECEPTION FOR OLD ALFREDIANS WHO ARE CURRENT & PAST PARENTS   

Robert and Karen hosted a drinks 

reception in the Old Library earlier this 

month for Old Alfredians who currently 

have children attending the school or 

whose children are also Old Alfredians. It 

was a lovely opportunity to share 

memories as Old Alfredians and as 

parents. The KAS community spirit 

remains strong, as we heard that many 

parents maintain their connections through 

KAS long after their children have left. 

 

CONNECTIONS SERIES 

The Connections Series are a programme of talks, Q&A 

and videos providing advice and insights into higher 

education and careers for our Sixth Formers, delivered 

by our Old Alfredians. 

We welcomed Old Alfredian David Kovar to talk to Year 

13 as part of their form hour earlier this month. David is 

the Divisional Director of Operations for Surgery, Cancer 

& Cardiovascular (VSM) at the Imperial College 

Healthcare NHS Trust. It was an informal talk about 

decision making, gaining work experience and advice on 

making use of your interests to determine career paths.  

STELLA MAGARSHACK EXHIBITION 

Stella Magarshack was the much-loved Head of Art in 

the eighties and nineties at KAS. Old Alfredian Justin 

Parsons approached the Old Alfredian office about 

hosting an exhibition of her work at the school. Will 

Lewer suggested a collaboration with the annual KAS 

Open Art exhibition. We invited Stella’s co workers, 

Old Alfredians and Stella’s family to the opening night 

on Friday 4th February 2022. It was a fantastic evening 

viewing work submitted from the whole KAS 

Community and hearing how Stella inspired so many.  

 

Y1

Old Alfredians gather at the exhibition 

Looking for familiar faces 

amongst the old school 

photos 

Old Alfredian, David Kovar talks to Year 13 

students 

Rita (centre) with Old 

Alfredians 
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SO MUCH DRAMA! 

Sixth Form UAL students presented a Night at 

the Musicals with songs from Hamilton, Matilda 

and more.  

It’s been a busy term (as always!) in the Drama Department—here are some 

highlights: 

Year 7 students enjoyed a Macbeth workshop with 

actor Anne-Marie Duff where they looked at the power 

dynamic between 

Macbeth and Lady 

Macbeth and how to 

display that on stage. 

Staff from the National Youth Theatre 

came in and ran a workshop before 

holding auditions for their company—

watch this space to find out if any of our 

talented students were picked. 

Year 10 UAL Drama students were 

treated to a workshop by Ricardo Gaete, 

a mime artist who runs a mime school in 

Chile.  

Meanwhile UAL 

students took part in a 

session on Pinter with 

actor Tom Conti. 

A level Drama 
students performed ‘A 
Doll's House Part II’ 
by Lucas Hnath. 
  

Alanna and Yulia played  Nora, Kamran and Yazdaan were 
Torvald, with Year 13 students Eve and Sal contributing set 
design and lighting design. 
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Year 6, 7 & 8 had a soggy afternoon on the heath taking on 
local schools in a 2.7km cross-country race. Huge 
congratulations to Y8 student Oliver F who came in third place 
overall. 

SPORTS NEWS 

PE teacher Tom reported back on the Year 7 & 8 Interform Competition featuring 
handball and badminton. He told us, “There was amazing effort, skill and teamwork 
displayed by all teams during the Inter Form competition. They had a great time and 
were very well organised!” 

Trophy winners were: 

Year 8 

Overall winners: 8A 

Best team organisation: 8C 

Fair play award: Raffi H 

Best player: Harry F 

Year 7 

Overall winners: 7A 

Best team organisation: 7C 

Fair play award: Judah K 

Best players: Lili P for badminton and Ben 

    for handball   

Year 10 girls went to U16 ISA Netball Nationals at 

Nottingham University.  

They played in amazing facilities against some 

extremely talented teams who were all in Year 11, 

and ended the tournament finishing second in the 

plate competition.  

Coach Henrietta said, “The girls showed resilience and determination at a very 

competitive tournament. I am excited to see what they can do next year when they are 

officially the U16 team.” 

We enter the Barnet Netball League every year and for 

the first time in many years, we have a team in the finals!  

Year 8 girls won their 

league so will be playing 

in the finals at Copthall 

School on 27 April. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Years 7, 8 & 9 were lucky enough to have 

author, film maker, photographer and 

mountaineer Matt Dickingson in their 

English lessons to celebrate World Book 

Day.  

He spoke brilliantly about his adventures all 

over the world, his work as a film maker 

and the writing that these adventures have 

inspired.  

Year 9 had a fantastic Geography trip to the 

Saatchi gallery. There was an informative 

guided tour and a workshop led by gallery 

staff. The students created their own collages 

or leaflets, inspired by the photography 

exhibition and many were influenced by the 

visual commentary about humans rights and 

social justice.  

Teacher Eleanor said, “It is a fantastic 

exhibition and tied in perfectly to our learning 

in geography – namely, the issue of 

immigration in America throughout time, the 

history of the police force and recent high 

profile police brutality cases and the rise of 

the Black Lives Matter movement. We’re 

completing this unit of work by studying USA 

as ‘superpower’ and it’s influence on global 

scale politics.” 
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KAS COUNSELLING SERVICE 

Confidential counselling support is available for all students.  

Contact Tracy via email tracyp@kingalfred.org.uk to make an appointment.   
 

KAS Society has gifted a selection of books 

by the panel of speakers from our ‘Education 

on the Move’ conference to the school library 

and to LS and US staff rooms for staff to 

borrow and enjoy.  

As a school community we pride 

ourselves on helping others 

whenever and wherever we can. The 

news of war in Ukraine was 

something we knew we had to 

respond to and the students, staff 

and parents of King Alfred all felt the 

need to help. 

Ljudmila and Ivanna from our 

amazing cleaning team are both 

from Ukraine and (with help from 

school Nurse, Magda) asked us to 

support the efforts of their Ukrainian 

community in the UK who were 

sending items to their home country 

which were urgently needed. 

Students helped to sort and pack the 

donations (of which there were 

many!) Through their direct contact 

with volunteers on the ground, the 

KAS community was able to send a 

van load of vital resources including 

first aid kits, stretchers, bandages, 

medical supplies, toiletries and small 

electrical items. 

Students helped to sort the donations 

First Aid Kits 

The donations all boxed 

up and ready to go 

The donations took over the hall 

COMMUNITY COLLECTION FOR UKRAINE 

mailto:tracyp@kingalfred.org.uk
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FRENCH DRAMA FESTIVAL 

The Phoenix Theatre was the venue for the 7th annual French Drama Festival (after a 

year off last year). Local schools came together to perform an extract of a play in French.  

Y12 students Lara and Raffi gave a stunning performance, embodying a grumpy teenager 

trying to work out the difference between ‘will’ and ‘would’, and her irascible English 

teacher whose boyfriend has just dumped her.  

Their hilarious rendition of the scene left the 

audience in raptures, and earned them the 

loudest applause of the evening, as well as 

a really deserved team prize for ‘Best 

Unique Theatrical experience’. 

Well done girls, you did KAS proud! 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Each year we enter a selection of our most keen mathematicians 

from years 9, 10, 11 into the UKMT Intermediate Maths 

Challenge. Students who score in the top 10% of the nationwide 

competition receive a Gold certificate. 

Michael D (Year 11) not only achieved a Gold, but placed in the top 

few thousand in the country and was invited to compete in a follow-

on round called the Pink Kangaroo where he narrowly missed out 

on a Merit. 

With only the most able students entering achieving so highly is an 

incredible achievement. Congratulations Michael! 
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YEAR 7 STUDENTS SHADOW READING 

The Music Department have 

been busy (we just haven’t 

managed to capture all that 

they’re up to on camera!)  

There has been soloists 

concerts, lunchtime concerts 

(top photo) for the students 

to practice their 

performance skills and the 

last week of this term will 

see the return of the 

audience at the Spring 

Concert featuring choirs, 

jazz bands (rehearsing in 

the bottom photo) and 

individual performances.  

The Yoto Carnegie Medal is awarded by 

children’s librarians for an outstanding 

book written in English for children and 

young people. Our Y7 students are taking 

part in the judging process as ‘shadowers’. 

They ‘shadow’ the judging process by 

reading, discussing and reviewing the 

books on each shortlist. There will be a 

Carnegie display outside the library in the 

form of a Reading Tree so, when the 

students finish a book, they can add a leaf 

to the tree. They then vote for their 

favourites to win the Shadowers’ Choice 

Awards.  

Librarian Jenny and the English 

Department have been guiding the readers 

through the activities, which start this 

week, and they have selected four of the 

shortlisted books to focus on. Don’t worry 

if you find your Y7 child buried in a book 

over the Easter break—they’re just 

shadowing! 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC 

The reading tree ready to be filled 

with leaf –shaped reviews 

The books 


