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YEAR 9 ISA TOURNAMENT WINNERS!
PE teacher Tom and his Y9 football team were
up early in order to drive to Nottingham when
they took part in the ISA Schools Tournament.
It was a long drive but worth it when the boys
not only won, but went the whole tournament
unbeaten and without conceding a single goal!
Tom says: “The boys were incredible! It was
total dominance. I’ve never ever seen a KAS side do this in the seven years I’ve been
here. They showed togetherness, resilience, tenacity and passion.” (Can you tell he’s
proud of them?)

In the group stage they won all three of their matches against Pricethorpe College,
Cundall Manor School and Bredon School. In the Cup semi-final they beat Reddam
House 1-0 and then secured another 1-0 victory in the final over Scarisbrick Hall School
and College.
Congratulations to the team and their coach, Tom.

SPORTING GREATS
Year 7/8 girls football team drew 3-3
with St Margaret’s at home

Year 10 boys headed to Hertfordshire to play an ISA table
tennis tournament. Zen made it to the quarter finals.

Year 7/8 boys visited Kings School in Harpenden for
the U13 table tennis tournament where they placed
6th, 7th, 8th and 9th out of 20 players. There was
drama when three of them made it to the second
round and were placed in the same group and had to
compete against each other.
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Year 6/7/8 girls football team progressed to
the semi-finals of the Barnet Schools Cup after
beating Archer Academy 2-1 on the field!
Before this year they hadn't won a single game
so should be very proud of their back to back
victories.
The girls then played their semi-final match,
again on the field, against St Michaels which
they sadly lost 4-0. It is all great experience
and the girls learnt a lot which they can take
into their next games.
Well played!

Quarter final v Archer

Year 9 netballers won their match against
Hendon, really excelling in the last quarter
where they went from 3-5 down to winning
7-5!
Year 9 & 10 Netballers

Year 10 netballers narrowly lost 14-15 to
The Compton School.

Year 8 netballers came 3rd in the ISA
tournament at the start of Feb.
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YEAR 7 EXHIBITION

This year we have introduced an innovative new
curriculum for Years 6-8. The Autumn Term marked
the first full Term for our Year 7 students
experiencing this innovative and balanced learning
experience.
Our provision prioritises these critical years in early
adolescence which are often overlooked in British schools.
We combine exciting ‘Interdisciplinary Enquiries’ with rich
single subject learning and a vibrant Co-curricular
programme.
Each term students undertake two Interdisciplinary
Enquiries (IE) which combine subjects to create a richer
learning experience where they are tasked with working
on investigations, driven by compelling questions or reallife problems. Teachers ask questions, impart knowledge
and design tasks to help pupils ask questions, make
predictions, gather and analyse information, and reflect
on their learning.
These IEs culminate in an exhibition for fellow pupils and
parents and we were delighted to host our first ever IE
exhibition at the start of this term (delayed from the
Autumn Term because of Covid restrictions).
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The students turned the 6-8 building into an exhibition space, preparing displays and talks in
order to showcase what they had been working on last term.

Julian Reed, Director of 6-8 said: “This is an important part of the IEs. Students are learning
to explain and reflect on their work and the presence of an audience increases their sense of
motivation and accountability for independent work.”
“I learnt a lot about collaboration and teamwork. You don’t have to all be doing the same
thing to make it work. Having to work with the same group for a long time taught us about
getting along and collaborating, it isn’t always easy!” Otto Y7 student.
Read the full story on our website.

YEAR 7 ARE ALL SPACED OUT
As part of the Spring Term IE the students are
looking at the topic of space.
As part of this they headed off to Greenwich
Observatory. They started the day with a
workshop focusing on the scientists who
discovered each of the planets and the data
evidence which they needed to prove their
existence. The classroom session was followed by
a wonderful planetarium experience where they
journeyed through our solar system, to the rest
of our galaxy and beyond.
Y7 student, Lila said “I loved the planetarium. My
favourite fact was that black holes might be
worm holes to another universe.”
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OA AND
DEVELOPMENT NEWS
CONNECTIONS SERIES
Our Connections Series is going from strength to strength. This
programme of talks from inspiring Old Alfredians invited back to
school to speak to our sixth form about life beyond KAS. Last
term saw a highly anticipated visit from Rob, an Old Alfredian,
currently serving in the military who shared several tips for
future success, and his experience of working with the UN
Peacekeeping force.

Sixth Formers listen to Rob

Our students asked insightful questions such as ‘What is the
gender balance in the army?’; ‘In what way has the army
changed your moral compass?’; and ‘How is class difference in
the army distinct from civilian life?’
This week, we welcomed Olivia Williams (OA 2014) who
recently graduated from Oxford University, to discuss useful
topics such as decision making. Olivia encouraged exploring the
vast number of subjects on offer at university, and to embrace
meeting new people and trying new things.
Olivia speaking to Sixth
Formers

PUPIL AND OLD ALFREDIAN FESTIVE LUNCH
We were delighted to have been able to invite a small group of Old Alfredians back to
school for a festive lunch in December. Our GCSE History students interviewed our
OAs who were pupils at KAS during the 1950s. The interviews were the highlight for
our OAs and we hope to host more as
we approach our 125th Anniversary.
Diana Hardman (OA 1958) donated a
complete set of reports from her time at
KAS for the KAS Archives, along with
the school badge she wore on her
blazer. It was only recently that her
daughter discovered that Diana’s
mother had stitched a sixpence into the
lining to bring her luck. You can see the
video of Diana talking about it on our
Instagram account @oldalfredians.
Y13 photographers
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RECENT LEAVERS DRINKS
The school term ended on a high back in December
with the Recent Leavers drinks held outside on the
terrace of The Old Library. Old Alfredians from the
classes of 2018 to 2021 were invited back to school
for a festive drink with fellow OAs and staff, and filled
us in on what they have been doing since leaving
KAS.

KAS COMMUNITY FESTIVE POST
Finally, Lower School produced the most
beautiful seasonal cards for our oldest Old
Alfredians at the end of term to send their festive
wishes and ask about their time at school. We
had such a wonderful response, and it has been
such a joyful way to connect with the oldest
members of our KAS community.
Y6 students with their cards

Naomi Hull

Paul Davis

Lyford Cross replied to his card with a wealth of photos and
stories about his time at the school
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EDUCATION ON THE MOVE — CONFERENCE
19th March 9.30am—4pm

The King Alfred School Society have teamed up with Rethinking Assessment to present
a day of talks and discussions around educational change.
Each day brings new voices saying our education system needs to change. Despite this,
many can be discouraged by the twin challenges of what this change should look like,
and of how to overcome the obstacles that perpetuate the status quo.
The reality however, is that there is a lot more innovation taking place than many
people realise. Education is already on the move.
Hosted by The King Alfred School Society in association with Rethinking Assessment,
we bring together for the first time a brilliant range of schools from around the country
who are embracing reform – all serving very different kinds of communities.
Hear also from the University sector on how their admissions processes are changing,
and from employers on the new methods they are using to hire recruits.
Explore what changes can be made now, how to bring your community with you, and
why we inadvertently do a disservice to our young people if we keep things as they
are.
Amongst our outstanding speakers, we are especially delighted to welcome our
keynote, Gwyn ap Harri, founder of the XP School, recently featured in the Times as
'the school of the future'.
Also confirmed so far:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Olly Newton – Executive Director – the Edge Foundation
Mike Nicolson – Deputy Head of Education Services (Admissions and Participation) –
Cambridge University
Imogen Pemberton – Head of Admissions and Widening Participation at the London
Interdisciplinary School
Vanessa Dewhurst – Partner and Chief People Officer – Mishcon de Reya
Rachel Macfarlane – Director of Education Services – Herts for Learning
Bill Lucas – Professor of Learning at Winchester University and Director of the
Centre for Real World Learning; co-founder of Rethinking Assessment
Peter Hyman – Co-Director of Big Education; Co-founder School 21; Co-founder
Rethinking Assessment
Clare Jarmy – Deputy Head Academic – Bedales School
Charlie ben Nathan – Assistant Head Teaching and Learning – Latymer Upper School
Melissa Bustamante – Head of Computer
Science and Creative Technology at St
Paul’s Girls’ School
Leanne Forde-Nassey – Head Teacher at
the Key Schools (pupil referral units)
Kerry-Jane Packman - Executive Director of
Programmes, Membership and Charitable
Services at Parentkind

Places are limited, grab your tickets here.
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The History Department managed to take the Year 10s to
the Elizabeth and Mary exhibition down the road at the
British Library. They examined art, letters, ciphers and
sculpture from the period to support their GCSE course, and
were extremely impressed by the quality of both Elizabethan
handwriting and ‘letterlocking’.

Looking ahead to next term in
Geography and Year 9 will be
studying America - Will it be Great Again? in which we will look at the physical and
human geography of USA, migration, and inequality. As part of this, we will be
taking the year group to the America in Crisis Exhibition at the Saatchi Gallery. They
will enjoy a guided tour of the gallery and a workshop to bring their learning about
the geography of America to life. Students will also have some input from
photography teachers before we go, to offer a different dynamic to the trip!

SCHOOL NEWS
ART DEPARTMENT LAUNCH INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT
In addition to the main school
account, Phoenix Theatre, UAL
Performance Arts course and
Photography accounts, you can now
also follow the Art Department on
their new Instagram channel.

KAS COUNSELLING SERVICE
Confidential counselling support is available for all students.

Contact Tracy via email tracyp@kingalfred.org.uk to make an appointment.
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DRAMA NEWS
In January mysterious posters started appearing around the
school—we asked Y13 UAL student Talitha to explain what went
down when delegates signed up to attend the Exe-one
Conference.
“Myself, along with the other Year 13 UAL students, wrote and
produced Exe-one international, a promenade piece inspired by
Scientology and modern day cults.
For the performance, each of us chose a different accent to
represent just how International this ‘team’ really was and how
many countries it had reached already. The aim of this interactive performance was to
create a divide within the audience and show how easy it is to be submerged into a cult.
We left a lot of the decision making in the hands of the audience which later decided the
fate of the ‘suppressant’.
Although the conference is very friendly at the beginning, it quickly takes a turn when
we discover that a suppressant has infiltrated the group. Its revealed that this is one of
their own, in fact the highest ranking member of Exe-one at the conference, Lizzy
(played by me!) Lizzy had been trying to escape the cult for years and had an entire
double life. She is publicly executed at the end via gassing and each audience member
had their own opinion on if they agreed with it
or not. But either way, they were told they
should not talk about what they’ve witnessed as
Exe-one already has all their information. A
slide showing photos audience members had
never seen of themselves was then displayed on
a large screen.
I loved the entire process of creating Exe-one
and having the uncertainty of how an audience
was going to react was so exiting. You had to
be prepared for any direction it could go when
left in the hands of the audience.”
Talitha, Y13

CLOWNING
ACHIEVEMENT
Y12 UAL students Bertie and
Jacob performed a daring
clowning routine which
involved stilts as part of their
assessed module on clowning.

KAS Upper School Newsletter | January & February 2022 | 10

SCHOOL NEWS
AWARD ALERT A book written by Film Studies teacher
Nuray Jemil has been shortlisted for the Stanfords
Travel Writing Awards — congratulations Nuray!

GREEN FINGERS
Geography teacher Athena has been running Green Fingers choice with Y6 & 7. They
have been replanting the Y6 outdoor area with flowers including Dahlias, Orchids and
succulents. The students have also made recycled bird feeders using egg cartons and
milk bottles.

GROW A FIVER WITH YEAR 8
Year 8 students were given a fiver and tasked with
making it into more money in order to raise cash for
the North London Hospice.
Students worked in groups and came up with ideas
from selling candles and crystals, cake sales, talent
shows and beat the goalie competitions to raise funds.
They have raised over £1500 so far—watch this space
for the big cheque presentation next term.
Ranya, Eva and Sophie told us: “We know we’re very
privileged and it’s nice to be able to do something for
others.” Then they sold us a candle!
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ART NEWS
The Art Department hosted an exhibition called ‘Mistakes, Making and Art’ in The Areta
Space, where submissions from staff and students celebrated the accidental in the
creative process.
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Every year that Y9 students spend a day creating wearable sculptures results in some
fantastical creations and this year was no different.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Year 9 students took part in a sushi
making class in Design Technology
where they displayed their carefully
made snacks on beautifully crafted
sushi boards they had made
themselves.

Every year, pancake day
(called La Chandeleur) is
celebrated on February 2nd
in France.
This year, The MFL
Department decided to look
at the tradition of La
Chandeleur with Year 9
French students and also
looked at how to make the
best crêpes by following a
recipe in French.
Students were asked to
make their own crêpes at
home (and take photos)
and bring them to lessons.
You can see from the
photos that the students
had lots of fun making the
crêpes and eating them
too!
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WILLOW WONDER DT technician Chris
Raymond has been working with students from
Years 6 and 7 to create this beautiful living
willow hedge which will form the entrance to
the treehouse. Complete with ‘igloo’ areas to
play in, it should prove popular with students
for years to come as it grows and the new
growth will be used in The Village Project to
create more sculptures.
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