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CRAZY FOR YOU
Y13 student Alanna played Tess in the
recent production of Crazy For You. She
had this to say about the experience:
“Being a part of Crazy For You was a
challenging but fulfilling experience. As the
most dance-heavy musical KAS has put on
so far, there were lots of high energy
rehearsals and when, one week before the
show, our choreographer got covid, we had
to work as a team to recap and neaten the
dances ourselves. It was especially great to
make so many friends across of all of the
school years, and we were proud when our
hard work paid off into three successful
performances.”
Congratulations to all the staff and students
who took part, learnt lines, practiced dances,
sewed costumes, built sets, played
instruments, assisted backstage and did the
myriad of small tasks which go into a big
show like this one.
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ART AND DT NEWS
Y9 students have been working
on the theme of 'structures' this
term, developing sketchbook
ideas and approaches, and have
constructed their own
structures/shelters inspired by
natural forms. This led to a
creative photography workshop
exploring lighting, focus and
composition.
The results were some
interesting, amazing and artistic
building designs.

WORKING TOGETHER
Recently Year 13 students studying for Art and DT A levels took part in a joint workshop.
Students were asked to collaborate in order to build a space as a response to Romantic
paintings by John Martin and Caspar David Friedrich. The aim was to work across subject
areas in a problem solving interdisciplinary way.

KAS Upper School Newsletter | November & December 2021 | 4

OA PHOTOGRAPHY SUCCESS
OA Stanley left KAS last year to study Film at university but we were thrilled to see some of
his work published in the latest edition of Mission Statement magazine and wanted to share.
Stanley put on a staggering end of year show in June, painstakingly styled, cleverly
colour-graded and smartly lit photographs. No doubt one to watch if you have an interest in
film and photography.
Well done Stan!

Cliff Bevan, Photography

COOKING WITH COLIN
Don’t tell M&S but a replica
Colin the Caterpillar was spotted
in the Orchard Room recently
when Y8 students recreated the
famous cake as part of cooking
Choice.
The sessions have alternated
between cooking and baking and the students
choose what they make. Here you can see them
working on gyoza dumplings.
Teacher Athena said “They definitely prefer the
baking side of cooking!”
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OA AND DEVELOPMENT
NEWS
OLD ALFREDIAN FIREWORKS EVENT
On Saturday 13th November, we invited Old
Alfredians to join us for drinks in the Sixth Form
Centre as part of the KAS Fireworks. It was our
biggest attendance at an event so far – over 150
Old Alfredians returned to KAS to join in the
festivities! We were able to welcome back to the
school some of our most recent leavers, OAs that
had not returned since they left school and many
familiar faces with their families too.

It is always such a joy to see our Old
Alfredians reconnecting with the
school and old friends, and the Sixth
Form Centre was the perfect space.
Our next events for will be drinks for
those that left KAS in 2018, 2019,
2020 and this year, a festive lunch
for Old Alfredians who attended KAS
in the 1950s and a KASS Honorary
members virtual afternoon tea
hosted by Kara.

OLD ALFREDIAN VISIT
Old Alfredian, Paul Davis spent an afternoon with
us in the Old Library going through Archive
material and telling us about his experiences of
KAS when it relocated to the farm in Royston
during the war years. Having joined the school in
1937, his stories are fascinating and we hope to
share more as part of a project for the school’s
125th Anniversary celebrations in 2023. What a
lovely surprise it was when we chanced upon this
charming photograph of Paul leading Callover at
Squirrel Hall in 1950! Contributions to the history of
King Alfred School from our Old Alfredians are
invaluable.

Paul Davis taking Callover on staff
holiday 1950

KAS Upper School Newsletter | November & December 2021 | 6

KAS SOCIETY NEWS
EDUCATION ON THE MOVE - FILM NIGHT
The Film night on Wednesday 1st December was the first in a series of events under
the title Education on the Move being organised by Robert, Al and the Society
Committee. So many parents booked for the screening of ‘Most Likely to Succeed’, the
story of the innovative High Tech High school in San Diego, that we had to hold the
event in two separation locations. Parents enjoyed an inspirational evening seeing that
there is another way to prepare our children for life after school, that skills such as
team work, empathy, resilience, confidence and oracy could be more important for our
children, rather than cramming their heads with facts that are always going to be
easily accessible when needed. Parallels were drawn with the multidisciplinary enquiry
approach already in place in our own 6-8 project brought in this year.
Stephen de Brett, the founder of KAS Village project, which is a perfect example of
experiential learning, attended the screening and said, “It was really great to see how
hungry parents were for this kind of discussion, how they wanted it all to be laid out on
the table for them to see - risks and all - so they could choose and take part in an
informed way. Very exciting.”
In the post event survey parents were enthusiastic about the screening:
“I am feeling very positive about the direction KAS is taking with the new 6-8
programme.”
“I look forward to whatever comes next.”
“I already feel KAS does weave these approaches into the whole philosophy of the
school and would love to see it in years 9-11.”
“Thank you for always trying to improve our school and the learning experience for our
kids”

KASS CONFERENCE 2022 - SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 19th March 2022
The second event in the Education On the Move series is a conference in March.
Following on from the discussion resulting from the film night we will be inviting some
of the great innovators in the education world at present. Our keynote speaker will be
Gwyn ap Harri, the founder of the XP School in Doncaster, based on the same
principles as High Tech High. He is part of the radical Rethinking Assessment group of
educators of which Robert and Al are members, Al being a co-founder. Another
member of this exciting initiative, Ollie Newton has also been booked to speak. He is
Executive Director at the Edge Foundation where his job is to understand the latest
education research and practice in the UK and worldwide. We will be confirming other
speakers in the next few months. Put this date in your diary so you do not miss this
important event.
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MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS
Our young sailors have gained their
RYA Stage 1 Awards.

Sailing has returned to Choice on Friday
afternoons with Maths teacher Hannah at
the helm.
Hannah said: “I am keen to promote
sailing at KAS as we have the three
beautiful boats which were custom
designed for the school in the 1990s. I am
originally from Southampton and love the
sea, in fact I’ve been sailing since I was
five. I am a qualified RYA sailing instructor and have taught sailing here in the UK and in
Turkey. My aim is to restart sailing trips on the school boats.”
During Choice, students from years 7-9 have been working towards their RYA Youth Sailing
Scheme Stage 1 Award and eight of them have completed it already. To get their award
they had to master launching and recovery, sailing across the wind, turning around,
steering and learning the basic parts of the boat. The students will start working towards
their Stage 2 Award in the Spring Term.
The students take to the water
at the Welsh Harp Reservoir in
Brent Cross where they
normally sail Laser Picos in pairs
or individually (in the photos these are the ones with the blue sail). They also use GP14s
(with the white sail) which are larger dinghies that comfortably fit two students and an
adult, so are ideal for instructing.

SCHOOL NEWS

Hannah said: “They all did really well and their confidence improved hugely over the
sessions! I think they all particularly enjoyed getting wet during the capsize drill. Some of
the highlights have been Roshan doing a dry capsize, receiving training in a GP from exKAS-parent Ed Dolling and racing each other across the reservoir.”
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BIG MOUTH STRIKES AGAIN
The English Department challenged students
in Years 7,8 & 9 to write a poem of no more
than 40 lines with the title ‘My Big Mouth’ as
part of a national ISA competition.
The entries were great and will all be sent off
as part of the competition. We couldn’t fit
them all here but you can see more on the
school website.
The competition will be judged by Steven
Camden AKA Polarbear, a spoken-word artist,
novelist, playwright and screenwriter and the
title comes from his novel of the same name.

Isaac Y8

KAS COUNSELLING SERVICE
Confidential counselling support is available for all students.
Contact Tracy via email tracyp@kingalfred.org.uk to make an appointment.
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MUSIC MASTERCLASS
On Wednesday 1st December, we were
honoured to host a seminar for our GCSE and
A Level Music/Music Tech students from
Radiohead band member and solo artist EOB,
Ed O'Brien.
Students and staff were given a fascinating
insight into both his compositional and sound
making process.
Ed also spoke about his influence gave a
demo of his playing style and explained the
functionality of his effects pedals. This was
followed by a session where students were
given the opportunity to ask questions.
It was a wonderful interactive discussion which was hugely inspirational.
We are at the time in the year where student compositions are really beginning to take
shape, and this will have had a profound influence on their confidence, thought process and
ability to take risks with their art.
We would like to extend our thanks to Ed who gave so much of his time and energy to
inspire and encourage students on their musical journey.
Neven and Dan, The Music Department

SCHOOL NEWS
In Modern Foreign Languages, students have been learning about the cultural aspects of
Dia de los Muertos, a tradition from Latin America (Mexico) which happens every year on
the 1st and 2nd of November. In Year 9 & 10 they have researched and reproduced how
people celebrate their dead by building an altar, bringing them flowers, fruit, candles and
skulls. Year 6 students made masks, Year 7 sang along to ‘En Mexico’ and students from
different year groups watched the film ‘Coco’. Y9s baked
and decorated cupcakes and biscuits; and there was
traditional sugar skull make-up face painting.
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SPANISH TRIP TO PERU (THE EXHIBITION)
Y12 & 13 students went to the British Museum to see the
exhibition on Peru with teachers Alessandra and Camilla.
They learned about the early indigenous cultures, the reign
of the Incas and the impact the arrival of the Spanish had
on Peru in the 1500s. They had the opportunity to see a
range of artefacts from Peruvian museums including textile
burial cloths, pottery pieces and items made out of precious
metals.
The exhibition enabled students to explore the preColombian heritage of Latin America and its diversity which
constitutes an important part of the A level course.
Students said:
“Aprender sobre Los Incas no solo fue muy interesante pero me ha despertado
el interés en esa época de la historia de Latinoamérica. Estoy muy agradecida
de haber tenido la oportunidad de ver esta exposición y la recomiendo a todos.”

“Learning about the Incas was not only very interesting but it awakened
my interest in this period of Latin American history. I am very grateful
that we have had this opportunity to see this exhibition and I would
recommend it to everybody.”
Isabella Y12

“¡Era muy interesante aprender sobre Los Incas. Estoy feliz que hemos visto la exposición! Muchas
gracias a los profesores para haber organizado este evento.”

“It was very interesting to learn about the Incas. I am happy that we saw this exhibition.
Thank you to the teachers for organsing.”
Lara Y12

BEEN THERE, GOT THE T-SHIRT
The MFL Department recently ran a European Day of
Languages T-Shirt design competition for KS3 students. The
winner was Nathaniel in Y7.
Here he is celebrating his winning design which represents
Europe and the richness all languages bring.
His design will be entered in the official competition from the
Council of Europe. Fingers crossed.
Well done Nathaniel!

PUTTING LANGUAGE SKILLS TO USE
Lara in Y12 has been volunteering on Saturdays at the Spanish bilingual school. She’s been
assisting the Spanish teachers and ensuring pupils communicate only in Spanish. The staff at
Latin American House have been extremely grateful for her help and engaging attitude with
the youngsters.
Lara said: “The experience of helping kids and learning at the same time is really beneficial
to me. Although they speak Spanish only, which was quite intimidating at first, I got used to
it very quickly and I love it.”
Some more Y12 Spanish students will be joining Lara in the new year to get work experience
and perfect their speaking skills.
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SCHOOL NEWS
WORLD CLASS DEBATE
The COP26 summit in Glasgow brought
world leaders together to accelerate
action towards meeting the goals
agreed during the 2015 Paris
Agreement on climate change. Y9
Geography students participated in
their own model KASCOP26 summit in
which students got involved in some
very passionate discussions as they
took on the roles of different countries
from around the world to explore some
of the challenges and opportunities of
international agreements.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
On 11th Nov staff and students
from across Upper School
gathered in the amphitheatre to
confirm our commitment to
remembrance and peace. The
poem ’In times of peace’ by John
Agard was read, the Last Post
was played beautifully by Y7
student Dylan and singers from
our Sixth Form gave a moving
performance of the poem ’Do Not
Stand At My Grave And Weep’ set
to music.

A MESSAGE FROM JOSIE
Dear KAS, Greetings from wonderful Wales. I hope you’ve had an
excellent half term and a restful half term break.
I’ve been holding on to my gratitude and cherishing it and now I’m
ready to communicate it…
The goodbyes from you in the summer, and the gifts and messages
were heartwarming and enough to sustain me through all the days.
They were wonderful, especially the messages, so kind. Thank you all.
Look me up if you are wandering about in Wales,
Much love from Josie
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At the end of November, the A level Biologists
in Years 12 and 13 headed off to Flatford Mill
in Suffolk – Constable country – for their Ecology field trip. The purpose of the trip was
to complete all of the ecology parts of their course including sampling techniques,
understanding succession and data handling including statistical tests and how to apply
them.

FIELD TRIP TO FLATFORD MILL

The photos show some of the techniques they used to sample the habitats including
random sampling and systematic sampling along a transect. On Tuesday evening we
set some Longworth small mammal traps and the next morning the pupils were
delighted to see the three voles and two mice that we caught. After experiencing the
rocky shore, the saltmarshes and the ponds and rivers around the centre they devised
their own study which formed one of their core practical activities for the A level
qualification. An intensive but very productive four days.
Phillip Price, Head of Science

WORLD AIDS DAY
Year 11 students sold red ribbons in support of the National AIDS Trust
and World AIDS Day on 1st December while Form Tutors shared resources
around AIDS and HIV. History teacher Leon took part in the Red Run in
Victoria Park to raise money for Positive East who work to detect and
prevent HIV spread, as well as supporting HIV-positive people in London
and beyond.
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MEET THE STAFF
Victoria Heeley—Director of Finance & Operations
I started my career in accountancy but quickly realised that a
life in audit wasn’t for me. I then spent an enjoyable 10 years
working in banking sector in both London and Sydney (including
some time at Lehman Brothers, before the crash…), most
latterly at Barclays Capital. Whilst on maternity leave with my
second child, I spotted an advert for a role in a local school and
decided to apply to fulfil a long held ambition, to become a
school Bursar. I spent 5 years ‘learning my trade’ at Sarum Hall School, and am excited
to be taking on a new challenge here at King Alfred.
The thing I love most about my job is the variety and I feel that supporting the school
to deliver an excellent education to our families is a privilege. My team have been
wonderfully welcoming, everyone is very passionate about working here which is
inspiring and I’m particularly enjoying working with Robert and the SLT.
I hope I can support the development and implementation of the strategic priorities at
a very exciting time for KAS as we approach the 125th anniversary, as well as ensuring
that the operational teams provide the most effectively support for the KAS community.
Jazzi Barnum-Bobb—Football Coach
I’m Jazzi, a positive-minded football coach. I was fortunate enough to
be able to follow my dreams and spent seven years as a professional
footballer at clubs like Watford FC, Cardiff City and more. Two years ago
I became semi-pro and founded my coaching business @jazzi.fc. I
believe in delivering fun, innovative and engaging football sessions as
the best way to inspire and develop the next generation of young
players. I hope to pass on my experience to the students and give them a
unique insight into the game from a players perspective.

Pascoe Lintell—Design Technology Technician
Before KAS I’ve run my own cabinetry business, designed and built sets
and been a design engineer at Dyson and a product designer for
Heatherwick Studio. I’ve also been part of Forest School Camps where I
gained teaching experience.
The thing I love most about DT is the hands on building of things and the
constant need to learn new skills and hone old ones. KAS has a
wonderful ethos when it comes to practical skills and has cultivated an
amazing DT department filled with all sorts of wonderful tools, machines and
humans. I hope that students studying DT will gain confidence and knowledge to
explore and attempt to make and fix things.
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