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TEDxKingAlfredSchool
Members of the King Alfred community took centre stage with funny, thought
provoking and powerful talks at our recent TEDxKingAlfredSchool event
Initially scheduled for February 2021, the long delayed day of TEDx talks finally took place in
September. The afternoon event featured 14 talks by students, staff and parents who took to
the Phoenix Theatre stage to present short talks on what excites, terrifies or motivates them
– everything from cold water to hot metal, happiness, hope and humour.
We were proud to showcase the importance of student voice in the KAS philosophy with half
the talks by students from Years 11-13. They were joined by 4 members of staff and 3
parents.
School Art Technician and Blacksmith Nic gave a moving talk which echoed the King Alfred
guiding principle of ‘Freedom, play and the enjoyment of education’. Her talk looked at the
power of blacksmithing to teach lessons that the classroom can’t and the impact this kind of
teaching can have on students, she said: “Finally doing the talk after so many months was
great. It’s had a really nice space in my brain and now I can move on to the next thing but
it’s made me better at what I’m doing next, I feel more capable having done it.”
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Organiser Kara Conti with Theatre
Technician (and photographer and all
round wizard) Matt Cargill.
The talks by students were by turns funny,
poignant and thought provoking and
covered topics from insomnia, failure,
representation and gaming.

it’s a collective vision of contemporary
society.”
Organiser Kara Conti said: “This all started
with a Zoom call in November 2020 when
we first heard ideas for the talks so it was
wonderful to see it finally happen. The thing
I enjoy most is seeing the different people
up on the same stage and the confidence it
gives to them - something that’s so
valuable, especially for the students but is
equally true for the adults.”

Year 13 student Alanna was first to go on
and she spoke about why we should value
the negative emotions we experience just
as much as the positive ones: “I was quite
nervous but once I got going, I relaxed. It
feels like quite a big achievement and
something I’ll remember forever. Since I
joined the school they’ve given me so many
opportunities, things that other schools
All the talks can be found on our
wouldn’t, so it was really special.”
website here.
Parents in the audience were able to enjoy
the talks. Cathy, parent to speaker Toby
said: “I haven’t had such a wonderful
afternoon in a long time, it was emotional,
it was thought provoking, it was just
fantastic – very impressive. I was very
proud of my son but I think it’s a great
example of why I love this school. Whatever
a student is interested in, they build that
up, they don’t have to fit into boxes.”
Despite there not being a formal theme to
the days’ talks, many of them seemed
designed to be heard together. Themes of
coping during the pandemic, embracing the
negatives as well as the positives and of
personal growth were woven through many
of the talks.
Audience member Lucy agreed: “What
surprised me most today was the diverse
range of topics and the fact that there is
such a broad range of interests in the
school. I especially enjoyed the students
talks – they were fantastic, really punchy
and pertinent. I’ve really enjoyed the way
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DEVELOPMENT NEWS

SIXTH FORM
CENTRE OPENING
On Friday 24th September our new Sixth Form Centre was officially opened by Old
Alfredian Ian Lush OBE, CEO Imperial Health Charity and Chair of NHS Charities
Together.
At the ceremony Ian spoke about his links to the school which he attended from age 4-18
and about his father Cecil who was the school architect responsible for school buildings
including the Science and Arts block. He said; ”The King Alfred School has had a profound
impact on me, my career and my life and I’m thrilled for all the Sixth Formers, now and in
the future, who will get to use this splendid building.”
He then revealed a beautiful wooden plaque which
was created using timber from the school site by
another Old Alfredian, Leo Larche Hitchcox, who
graduated from the Sixth Form last year.
Built over the course of the last 18 months, the
timber clad structure has created large study and
communal areas over two floors alongside a
seminar room, kitchen areas and offices for the
Head of Sixth Form and our UCAS advisor. The
design, by architects Walters & Cohen, has taken
its inspiration from industrial and farm buildings
that are robust, plain and also beautiful.
“Having this space where we can study and relax is
great – the common
room is big enough for all
Sixth Formers to be able
to hang out and socialise
and we also have quiet
areas away from the rest
of the school, where we
can focus on studying for
our A levels.” Sal, Y13
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Y12 students headed to Swanage in Dorset in the first week of term for YEAR 12 CAMP
a two day team-building trip. Students Kiki and Ava told us: “It was a
great chance to get to know the new people in our year, it definitely brought us closer. We
played capture the flag and went hiking and coasteering. It was great to have that release,
doing something fun before we fully started our A levels. Lots of people were worried about
the workload and starting lessons so it was a great way to get to know teachers before we
hit the classroom. A lot of people who’ve joined from other schools had never been on camp
so it was a new experience for them and it was special because for those of us who have
been here and been on lots of camps, this will be our last!”

YEAR 8 CAMP

CAMPS
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OA AND
DEVELOPMENT NEWS
It has been an extremely busy start to the new term with lots
of events and reunions for our Old Alfredians. On a sunny
Saturday, we welcomed back the Classes of 1979, 1988, 1989,
1990 and 2008, and with over 70 OAs at KAS that day, the
laughter, warmth and friendship was wonderful to see. Sixth
formers Toby and Benji helped us by doing tours of the new
Sixth Form Centre, and the school, although everyone wanted
to go and hang out in the amphitheatre! Many of those who
joined us had not been back to KAS since leaving, but their
memories of the place and the people as heart warming as
always.

The following week our Old Alfredians who attended KAS during the war years, came into
school to be interviewed for the new 6 to 8 Curriculum project on Identify. Students
received a lesson in KAS history from
King Alfred School Society President,
Kara Conti, before splitting into smaller
groups to interview our OAs. Stories of
Royston, Squirrel Hall, rebuilding
Manor Wood after the war, and
levelling the field were shared: whilst
much has changed, it was clear that
many things remain the same! Before
lunch, our Year 13 photographers took
portraits of our Old Alfredians, which
will be used in the build up to the
school’s 125th anniversary.

OA Anton being interviewed by students

Y13 photographers
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Old Alfredians Michael Mann and
Georgia Howe then joined us on
Monday 20th September, Georgia
found the photos of herself on
Victorian dress up day in the Old
Library!
Children’s author Michael brought
in the stories that he had written
as a pupil in Lower School and
read these to our students,
recalling how his imagination and
love of writing had been ignited in his lessons with
Audrey Howarth and Jane Townsend at KAS.
Georgia being interviewed

Michael told us: “I have very fond memories of Audrey
teaching me to read and of King Alfred
being such a positive, joyous environment
which have stayed with me and I feel very
privileged. Looking at the stories I wrote
while I was at KAS I can see the connection
to my book, Ghostcloud. There’s a magic
lamp and a time travelling machine, they’re
all like quite fantastical stories where a kid
is transported some other world in some
way. Ghostcloud is relatively bonkers,
there’s lots of imagination and new worlds
being discovered so it’s nice to see that that
was fostered in my writing when I was
here.” Read more about his visit and see
more pictures here.
Michael with his novel and one of
the books he created at KAS

NEW PARENTS WELCOME RECEPTION
It is a testament to the pleasure of meeting face to face that
we had a huge turnout for our New Parents Welcome on
Tuesday 28th September.
In spite of the downpours, over 80 parents joined us to hear
from Robert (Head), Annabel (Chair of Council), Tamlyn
(Development Director) and Grace who introduced Council,
the Society and Parent/Staff to our newest members of the
community.
This was followed by a social opportunity to meet fellow
parents in similar year groups.
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YEAR 12 PSYCHOLOGISTS VISIT
FREUD’S HOUSE
The Sigmund Freud Museum is
conveniently located in Hampstead so it
wasn’t a long journey for our Y12
students who visited with teacher, Ania.
“We have just finished our study of
psychodynamic theory and the
importance of psychoanalytic approach
and decided to take and walk and see his
final home,” Ania told us. “We wanted to
get even more of the feel of how he
worked with people and how important is
his contribution to our knowledge of human behaviour.”
The students explored the exhibitions gathering answers to questions such as: Why is the
couch important and what does it represent? Who were Sergei Pankejeff and Anna O? How
did Anna Freud continue her father’s legacy?
As it was a beautiful and sunny day they then sat in the garden and practiced dream
interpretation skills and used different apperception tests to let their unconscious run free.
Students said: “It was interesting to see where Freud met his clients and where he sat
during therapy. It was really good to learn things we didn’t know, for example that he
collected crystals. The best bit was the chocolate cigar and the gift shop…”

SCHOOL NEWS
CONFIDENTIAL HEALTH CLINIC
Our wonderful school nurse, Magda is running a weekly drop in clinic
from November.
Confidential and non-judgemental, the clinic will provide a safe place for
Upper School students to get health advice on anything from how to
manage period pains to stopping smoking.
When: Wednesdays from 11.20-11.50am
Where: The Wellbeing Room (Blue Building)
For a confidential appointment students can email
magdalenak@kingalfred.org.uk or visit her in the medical room.

KAS COUNSELLING SERVICE
Confidential counselling support is available for all students.

Contact Tracy via email tracyp@kingalfred.org.uk to make an appointment.
KAS Upper School Magazine | September & October 2021 | 8

GEOGRAPHY GETS OUT AND ABOUT
Year 11 Geographers got to grips
with their coast and river landscape
case studies through two day trips
this half term.
The first enquiry took the students
to Leigh-on-Sea to determine the
impact of human activities on the
coastline.

Leigh-on-Sea
Year 11 Geographers

River Lea

The second enquiry saw students visit two different
sites along the River Lea to explore how differences
in geology and human land use have an impact on
the river. The students were innovative in designing
their own fieldwork techniques with the resources
available, and it was felt that the best way to
experience the river
at the second site
was to take some
observations from
kayaks, so we did!

Year 13 Geographers have been
River Lea
working on collecting primary data for
their coursework investigations. They
designed their own questions and fieldwork, and went to Hampstead
to conduct a pilot study which looked at how someone’s role in a
community has an influence on their perception of a place.
Year 9 are busy preparing for their Model United Nations conference
on 11th November called KASCOP26. We have timed our conference to
take place at the same time as the Glasgow COP26. In pairs, students
Y13 in Hampstead have been given countries to represent and they are working on
speeches to influence the rest of the conference to support the
resolution that they want.
Following the conference, we will be screening ‘Can I live?’ an online theatre production by
Complicite, which looks at the need to explore climate change as a social justice issue as well
as an environmental issue; highlighting links to black history month.
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For National Poetry Day Y7 were
visited by the alwaysinspirational Adisa who
performed some of his own
poetry before challenging them
to write their own. Y8 students
attended a Poetry Webinar
featuring a panel of poets
including Paul Cookson and
Michaela Morgan.

6-8 Curriculum Space
Years 6 and 7 are making good
use of the specially created
learning area which opened this
term. The space is divided into
three zones with room for group
work, large discussions or
presentations and quiet
reflection.

A WINDOW INTO THE PHOTOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT

Follow our photography
students and see their
amazing work
throughout the year by
following the
Department’s own
Instagram page:
king_alfred_photography
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SPORTS NEWS
Sport has kicked off strongly across the school. With the addition of Physical Education A
level to the curriculum, new sports kit for football and netball teams and a new member
of staff (hello Victoria!) it’s been a busy time for the Department.

Year 11 students Leo and Mylo took part in the ISA National Skiing
Competition in Hemel Hempstead Snowdome.
They both improved their time to sub 23 seconds down the ski run
and did incredibly well given the lack of skiing in the past few years!

Football teams have played matches across
the year groups with Y8 narrowly losing in
the semi-finals in a tournament at St Aubyns
and winning 4-3 against Highgate. Y10 won
2-0 against Northbridge House. Y7 girls lost
0-1 against Hampstead Garden Suburb.

Girls netball teams were proud to play in their new Gilbert
kit.
Y10 lost 2-7 against Sherrardswood, drew 6-6 against
Hendon and Christ College Finchley.
Y9 won 7-2 against Sherrardswood.
Y8 won 6-1 against Christ College Finchley and 7-1 against
Hendon.
Y7 won 2-1against Whitefield, lost 0-3 against Saint Mary
& Saint Johns and won 7-5 against Hendon.

The Staff vs Sixth Form football match was the hardest
fought of the season. The students just edged a 9-8 victory
in the dying seconds of the game which was refereed by a
Y10 student—watch this space for a rematch!
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MEET THE TEACHERS
There are lots of new faces around the Upper School this term—we tracked
them down to find out a bit more about them and what they love about their
subject and their experience so far of teaching at KAS.
Hannah Sheath—Mathematics teacher. 6-8 Physical World
(STEM) Teacher, Year 13 Tutor
“I have been teaching Mathematics and Further Mathematics for
three years. The think I love about the subject is the way
connections can made between mathematical ideas. I hope to
nurture a passion for mathematics in my students and would like
them to develop the ability to apply the maths they have learnt
outside the classroom.”

Nabihah Ahmed—Sociology teacher (with History and Politics)
“I completed my PGCE in Social Sciences in 2017 and have taught
in three inner-London state schools before joining KAS. I am also
an examiner for AQA and have produced Sociology resources for
companies such as Tutor2u and Curriculum Press. I’m currently
studying for an MSc in Teaching and Learning at Oxford
University.
One thing I love about Sociology is that everyone has at some
point made a sociological observation and it provides the
opportunity to dig deeper into surface level, everyday
observations. Here at KAS I am enjoying the thought-provoking
and riveting observations that my students make! For instance, a
Year 13 student said, “’Isn’t it mad that the brain named itself’.”

Athena Coddington-Wiratunga—Geography teacher and Year 7
Form Tutor
“I began my PGCE in September 2020 at the Institute Of Education
and haven't looked back since! I love teaching about climate
change and using real world case studies to bring these ideas to
life. I hope that through learning geography, students will develop
curiosity about the world that they live in and their individual place
within it.
So far I am particularly enjoying working with Year 7 students
delivering the 6-8 curriculum.”
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Lucy Wiser—English teacher

“I have been teaching for six years now, previously in two
schools in West and South London. The thing I love about
teaching is that I have so much freedom in terms of how I
approach English as a subject; I love the fact that we can
explore a range of people, events and concepts in the space
of a single lesson.
It is such a privilege to work alongside so many bright,
enthusiastic and interesting students; I enjoy the fact that I
do not always anticipate where the lesson will take us!
Ultimately I hope they take away a love of good books and
interesting ideas from my lessons.”

Al McConville—Deputy Head
“I’m Al McConville – short for Alistair, but no-one calls me
that – which sounds Scottish, but I think of myself of an
Irishman primarily, and an Ulsterman specifically, though
you wouldn’t be able to tell from my accent… That’s the
result of lots of years living in Bristol, Oxford, and
Cambridge. The accent only comes out when I’m watching
the rugby! I studied Theology at university and have been
teaching Religious Studies and Philosophy for 20 years, as
well as some History and Latin, at Latymer Upper, then
Cheltenham Ladies’ College, then Bedales, where I’ve
been Deputy Head Academic and Director of Learning and
Innovation most recently.
I’ve become increasingly reform-minded about education and enjoyed a stint on the KAS
Council discussing avenues for change with Robert, so I’m very excited to be joining a
school with such a distinguished past in the progressive movement, and with such an
appetite to be at the forefront of educational progress now. I recently co-founded the
organisation Rethinking Assessment (www.rethinkingassessment.com), of which Robert’s
a key member too, in order to push the agenda of educational reform away from its
exam obsession, so I’m really looking forward to collaborating with other schools in
moving towards a broader educational experience for young people, not just at KAS, but
around the country.
In my spare time, I enjoy biking, cricket, reading, dog-walking and everything French.
I’m very much looking forward to immersing myself in the KAS community. “

More teacher profiles to come in the next Upper School Magazine.
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ART
Y13 A level artists started the year by
working in pairs to create 3D sculptures
in the art room foyer. While Y12 got
creative to recreate the 19th century
painting ‘The Raft of the Medusa’.

Y13 3D sculpture

The Y12 version
The original

DRAMA
News from last term
of LAMDA success for
three Y11 students
who all scored
distinctions in their
Gold Medal exams.
Well done Eva, Tally
and Eve (and teacher
Tammy deserves a pat
on the back too!)

Rehearsals for ‘Crazy For
You’ are well underway
and will continue in half
term. Featuring songs
from George and Ira
Gershwin and
choreography from our
very own James
Houlbrooke the show
should be another smash
hit when it opens at the
Phoenix Theatre in
November.
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KAS FIREWORKS ARE BACK
4-7pm on Saturday 13th November
Parent/Staff are proud to announce that this great, and much needed, opportunity
for the KAS community to get together and raise money is back!
There will be entertainment from The Flying Seagull Project, mouth watering street
food from Le Crepes Des Delices and Market Grill as well as a selection of seasonal
treats. There will also be a bar service, selling snacks, juices and a range of
alcoholic beverages including delicious mulled wine and a selection of the finest
ales courtesy of our friends at Howling Hops Brewery.
Please be aware there will be no ticket sales on the door so please book in advance
to avoid disappointment.
Use code ‘EARLYBIRD' before November 1st to get discounted tickets.
Tickets are on sale from Friday 15th Oct — click here to get yours!
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