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MUST GO ON 

THE SHOWS  

PREMIER SCREENING OF ‘HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU KIDS’ 

The Performing Arts Department is hugely excited to announce the premiere of our first 
movie. 

Due to Covid, we were unable to put on the normal school production and so we made a 
film instead, consisting of songs, dances and scenes from the Golden Age of Hollywood. 

All cast and crew are invited to a red-carpet event in full black tie on Friday 21st May but 
since we can't host a full audience, the film will also be live screened at 8pm to the 
wider KAS community.  

For those of you watching from home, why not make the screening an Oscar-winning 
event? Get red carpet ready, dress up to watch the premiere and post your premier-
worthy snaps to your socials along with the hashtag #HereslookingatKAS. 

You can see a trailer here and please keep an eye out for an email with the link to the 

screening.               

  The Performing Arts Department: Rob, Lucy, Nell, James, Neven, Dan       

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2021/05/12/premier-role-for-kas-students/
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UNPLUGGED 

Things have been busy in the Music Department too with performances continuing, albeit 

without live audiences. 

The Unplugged concert was 

filmed over the course of 

Weds 12th May and will be 

sent out to the KAS 

community once it’s been 

edited. 

We’re happy to report that 

most the Drama and Music 

filming and editing this year 

has been done by OA Rhodri 

who is on a gap year before 

he heads off to Film School 

in New York.   

Phoenix Theatre technician 

Matt has also been 

invaluable in making these 

events happen.   
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OLD TIMES 

Our Y13 UAL students were glad to return to The Phoenix Theatre for their performance 

of Harold Pinter’s ‘Old Times’ which forms part of the Contemporary Theatre project 

element of the course. We spoke to them to find out about the play: 

Tally: The play is by Harold Pinter and the plot centres around Deeley and Kate (played 

by Arthur and Tally). They have been married for several years, and the marriage is 

quite rocky. An old friend of Kate’s comes to stay (Anna played by Harriet), and stirs the 

pot.  

Harriet: There is a lot of ambiguity in the play so everything that is said has a subtext or 

a deeper meaning – you don’t always know what’s really going on. When I was 

researching the play I found there were quite a few different interpretations but figuring 

out a way to interpret it was interesting.  

Arthur: Yes, understanding the play was the most difficult thing because it’s so dense 

and abstract, but unpacking it was also the fun part as there was so much to study and 

read between the lines.         

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/sixth-form/performing-arts-course/
https://www.kingalfredphoenix.org.uk/
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JOYS OF LOCKDOWN BOOK—COMING SOON  

Thanks to everyone who contributed pictures and words to our Joys of Lockdown project to 

capture the positive side of lockdown life. We had over 400 submissions and the final book is 

going to be a lovely way to commemorate a very strange time in all our lives.  

Copies will be available to order straight after half term—look out for an email with details of 

how to get your hands on a copy. 

KASS SOCIETY NEWS   

Rehearsals have been progressing for 

the upcoming TEDx event which will 

be held on the afternoon of July 4th.  

While we’re not yet sure if audiences 

will be allowed, rest assured we’ll be 

sharing all the talks once they are 

available on the TEDx YouTube 

channel. 

Here we can see staff, students and 

parents mid-rehearsal in the Old 

Library. 

 

TEDxKingAlfredSchool 2021 
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DEVELOPMENT NEWS    

THE KAS TREEHOUSE 

An inspirational space for generations 

 

Thank you to our King Alfred School community for a truly collaborative, collective and 

creative project to build a new treehouse for our current students and future Alfredians.  

 

For a century, climbing trees has been part of our school’s daily life, and for more than 80 

years, we have had a treehouse at Manor Wood. Sadly, the original treehouse was 

condemned because of its age and health, but this brought an opportunity for a project 

involving everyone at KAS. In February 2017, we held our first in a series of meetings to 

share ideas, plans, concepts and skills.  

 

Four years later, the exciting foundation structure is up and, government restrictions 

permitting, will be in full use by our students very soon.  

This has been made possible by the voluntary contributions that our parents give each 

year to KAS.  
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Original student drawings of tree house designs—students have been involved 

at every stage of the development of this new space.  

 

 

Thanks to your support, the KAS 

Treehouse will provide: 

 

• socialising spaces 

• space for debate 

• opportunity for interactions/hanging 

around 

• deliberation space, student council 

space 

• viewing decks 

• shelter 

• flexible spaces, changing spaces, 

evolving spaces 

• hide-out spaces, dens 

• space to eat 

• open air learning spaces which will 

help interaction between different 

age groups 

 

The treehouse is a fine example of our 

outdoor education ethos, and the 

wonderful work the project involved: led 

by our students, supported by our staff, 

facilitated by our parents and Old 

Alfredians and delivered through your 

support. 

Thank you! 

 

THE TREEHOUSE IN NUMBERS 

4 years for Phase 1 & 2 

150 hours of volunteering from 

parents, staff and Old Alfredians  

Year 7, 8 & 9 students involved 

106 learning hours   

£140,798 overall cost for Phase 1 & 2  

£140,865 Gifts received through 

Voluntary Contributions from parents 
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HATS OFF TO KING ALFRED 

Limited edition KAS bobble hats are 

available—the weather might be warming 

up now but you never know when you 

might need warmer ears. 

To get your hands on one of these 

beauties for just £14, email Claire Murphy 

on clairem@kingalfred.org.uk 

 NEWS 

SCHOOL  

Inspired by TEDx, KASx talks are our very own 

version of the popular talk series. Our Year 9 

students were given the opportunity to explore a 

topic of their choice and deliver a two minute 

speech about the subject.  

It was a fantastic experience and the students 

gained confidence in public speaking and developed 

their writing and research skills. They performed 

their talks to their form classes and we had a 

brilliant array of topics covered. A few favourites 

were: 

• Why you should never wear socks with sandals 

(Alice and Lily T) 

• Why do women’s clothes have fewer pockets? 

(Elizabeth) 

• Mythological Marketing (Thea) 

• The wronged Women of Greek Myths 

(Rosalind) 

• Penguins (Arthur) 

Well done to all of year 9 for challenging 

themselves and venturing outside their comfort 

zones.     

        Lynne Sasson & Claire Murphy 

TALKING THEMSELVES UP 

Alice S and Lily T 

Elizabeth 
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THE FIRST SCHOOL DOG? 

Along with advising our Sixth Formers on next 

steps and supporting them with UCAS 

applications, Sheila is also in charge of the KAS 

archive. She shared this lovely school photo from 

1909.  

“It was taken at Ellerdale Road, the first King 

Alfred School site. If you look carefully you can 

see a dog in the front row! Could this be Alfie's 

great-great-great grandad, the first KAS school 

dog?” 

We approached Alfie for a comment but he was 

unavailable as some Lower School children had 

taken him for a walk. 

STUDENT PLAYS ARE UP FOR AN AWARD 

Great news from The Drama Department where students participated in another New 

Views Playwriting Competition run by the National Theatre.  

Lucy Hall, Head of Drama told us: “Despite the challenges of Zoom, I am thrilled to say 

both of our entries this year, ‘Robins’ by Alanna in Y12 and ‘Our Inescapable Ecosystem’ by 

Eve in Y13, have made it to the long list! There were over 600 entries, so this is a huge 

achievement. A short list will be created next from where the winner will be announced. 

Collective fingers crossed.” 

During the process, budding 

playwrights got the opportunity to 

work with dramatist Margaret Perry 

on their own original play and they 

spent time over the course of the 

year developing ideas and 

participating in creative writing 

workshops online. 

 

KAS COUNSELLING SERVICE 

Confidential counselling support is available for all students.  

Contact Tracy via email tracyp@kingalfred.org.uk to make an appointment.   
 

Alanna Eve 

http://www.new-views.tv/
http://www.new-views.tv/
mailto:tracyp@kingalfred.org.uk

