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Y8 LOCKDOWN LOOKS  
We've all seen a lot more of our own faces than we're used to during lockdown (thanks 

Zoom!) but for our Year 8 artists this was a source of inspiration as you can see from the 

cover of this issue. 

"The Y8 theme during lockdown has been Portraiture and Identity," explains Head of Art 

Will Lewer. "Students have responded really creatively to a range of photography and 

digital briefs including; Reflections, Metamorphosis and using 'found' objects as a starting 

point for portraiture. We have really impressed seeing how creative and resourceful they 

have been working at home with few materials!" 

Click here to see their fabulous faces! 

CONGRATULATIONS LAUREN 

You’d expect our Director of Sport to be a keen athlete and Lauren is no 

exception, in fact she’s now representing GB!  

“I have been selected to represent Great Britain at 

International Triathlons in the 30-34 age group. I’ll have 

opportunities to train with other GB competitors, benefit 

from sports nutritionists and sports therapist and will 

also be part of the GB team – which is very exciting! 

I’ve been working hard to achieve this goal for the past 

two years, so when I received news I’d qualified, from 

competitive races completed in Beijing – I was over the 

moon!” 

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2021/03/17/lockdown-portraits-by-year-8/
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UAL STUDENTS LET 

Our UAL Performing Arts students put on a musical theatre show in The Phoenix Theatre 

as part of their coursework assessment. The Y12 & 13 students sang and danced their 

way through a range of songs from Wicked, Waitresses, Mean Girls and many more. 

Dance teacher James explained what this module brings to the students repertoire: 

“They have to learn to collaborate, working with myself and Nell to prepare the 

performances in a limited amount of time. They also learn a lot about rehearsal room 

etiquette and how to identify with characters they are being asked to play and use all 

aspects of storytelling to portray those characters.” 

Head of Drama Lucy said: “Well done to the students. It’s so difficult to maintain such 

focus and energy without an audience. The teachers who were lucky enough to be there 

to film it got a wonderful night at the theatre.” 

THE MUSIC PLAY 
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CAUSING A SCENE 

This fabulous image is by Y13 photography student Leo. The starting point was a working 
brief from photographer Miles Aldridge, to select and re-interpret a painting from the 
National Gallery. Leo chose an 18th century landscape painting ‘A View of the Tivoli 
Cascade’ by Jean Joseph Xavier Bidault (see below). 

Leo’s working process was entirely virtual. Using a software package called Cinema 4D he 
acquires ‘assets’ to begin the plotting of the virtual work. These assets are elements; a 
generic tree, rocks, water etc and these are shaped and manipulated into the desired 
shape, scale and amount, like a virtual landscape gardener. 

Once in place the assets can be textured to make them 
realistic and then photographed or filmed at any angle through 
360 degrees, making decisions on lens aperture focal length 
etc. just as a photographer would do in a real situation. 

Scan this QR code to see the process of 

making the image.  
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The murder of Sarah Everard led to women 

across the UK and globally reflecting on 

their experiences of sexual harassment and 

of feeling unsafe in their daily lives.  As 

Heads of Year we planned to address the 

issues raised by this in Form Hour/PSHE, 

and we also received requests from our 

female students who also wanted to talk 

about these issues. 

Much like our response to the killing of 

George Floyd last year, we wanted to make 

sure that whilst we immediately responded 

to what was happening in the news, we also 

wanted to make lasting changes to create a 

school environment where any kind of 

discriminatory or harassing behavior is 

unacceptable. 

Our commitment to this started with a 

series of lessons about sexual harassment 

that were age-appropriate. We asked for 

student feedback when planning these 

lessons so that we were addressing their 

concerns and what they felt was important. 

The lessons looked at what sexual 

harassment is, how prevalent it is, and 

what we might do as bystanders if we see 

any kind of harassing behavior taking place. 

These lessons culminated in the students in 

the Upper School putting forward 

suggestions for a new charter that will 

outline what behaviours students and staff 

alike will commit to in order to eradicate 

sexual harassment and sexism at KAS.  

Addressing sexual harassment and reflecting 

on our school community 

Students in Year 13 have felt a strong need 

to respond and take action as a result of all 

the discussions. They have suggested 

getting more involved in form hours and 

PSHE with the younger year groups and 

have suggested what topics they would 

have found useful learning about when they 

were younger. 

We have sought feedback from all the 

Upper School students via a survey about 

what they would like to learn about in Form 

Hour / PSHE so that we can make sure we 

are responding to their needs and making 

sure that they feel well-equipped to deal 

with sexual harassment and other 

discriminatory behavior. 

We are still very much at the beginning of 

this journey, and the discussions so far 

have been a valuable way for people to 

share their views and listen to one another. 

There is more to be done, but it is evident 

that there is a great desire from staff and 

students alike to make sure that our school 

community is one where no one needs to 

feel unsafe or unwelcome. 

Takako Yeung 

Director of Sixth Form 
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MAKING HISTORY WITH Y8 

Year 8 students have been learning all about the slave 

trade in their History lessons this term. They were tasked 

with designing memorials to those whose lives were lost 

as a result of these practices. 

Some students were challenged even further - presenting 

models or drawings of their designs to an outside 

audience of experts who joined the lesson via zoom.  

Sasha designed a striking statue saying, "When I was 

researching current memorials I felt they only focused on 

the sadness and horrible nature of the slave trade. While 

it was certainly horrible I wanted to celebrate the fact 

that we’ve stepped away from the slave trade and there 

is hope for the future so that is what my memorial 

celebrates.” 

Romy drew her memorial, explaining: "It shows a young 

woman in chains and with whip marks on her back but she’s 

holding a very small butterfly and she smiles. She is 

thinking about how even in the worst times things could be 

better and how we can dream about a better future. I was 

thinking of putting it in Liverpool. The plaque would say 

‘hope is unlimited’ and the dates slavery started and 

ended.” 

Read more in the news section of our website. 

Romy’s drawing 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Sasha’s model 

OLD NEWS 

Y10 Classical Civilisation students have 

been producing newspaper reports on 

the Labours of Hercules and are 

working on other newspaper elements 

based on classical stories, all under the 

banner headline NOVA (Latin for New 

Things). Student Alma said, “I love 

learning about the mythology, which 

links to English, and then learning 

about how they lived in these ancient 

civilizations, which links to History, so 

it helps with other subjects as well as 

being really interesting.” 

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2021/03/30/making-history-with-y8/
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PE ASSESSMENT DAY 

On 12th March GCSE PE students took 
part in an assessment day. They took 
part in different sports throughout the 
day and with external coaches (ex pro 
athletes) popping in to run the handball 
and badminton sessions.  

Thanks to Ulrike (who played 
professional Handball for Germany) and 
professional Badminton player turned 
coach, Robert Golding for their time and 
expertise. 

SCHOOL NEWS  
MORE LAMDA SUCCESS 

Our Lamda students have been continuing to study and take exams under the tuition of 

Tammy Cornish. As usual examinees had to perform two scenes and then were quizzed on 

their knowledge of the plays, characters, locations and their reasons for staging. The 

results speak for themselves! When we can get back to having live audiences—there are 

going to be some killer school productions!      

SOUNDING THINGS OUT IN Y7 

 
The Year 7 students have been exploring 

how to create radio plays and were shown 

how to create foley sound effects by Matt, 

the Phoenix Theatre technician,. 
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CHARITY NEWS    

Jolyon (right) with Brian 

OA RUNNING TO RAISE FUNDS 

When Old Alfredian Jolyon lost his father, 

Brian, to Pancreatic cancer last year he 

determined to do something in his 

memory. Brian, who was also the partner 

of Lower School teacher Claire, died 

within a few short months of his 

diagnosis and Jolyon decided to support 

a charity which is working to improve 

survival rates for this form of cancer. If 

you want to support Jolyon and help 

Pancreatic Cancer UK make the 

breakthroughs that people with 

pancreatic cancer so desperately need 

you can sponsor him here. 

 

 PICTURE FROM THE PAST 

After the Easter break we will be starting 

work on this year’s edition of The 

Alfredian Magazine. 

Sheila Hanlon manages our school 

archive (alongside her role as Assistant 

Head of Sixth Form, UCAS/HE) and she 

shared this with us:  

"The KAS Magazine dates back to 1898, 

the year The King Alfred School was 

founded. The original magazines were 

handwritten and included original 

drawings. Print covers like the one 

featured here started in 1923 when the 

title changed to The Alfredian Magazine. 

They were printed on-site using a press 

that we still have in our archive 

collection."  

You can view the most recent Alfredian 

Magazines on the school website. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/runforbrianmichael?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=runforbrianmichael&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=94ddb4e46edf43ff9b2de06950e57e70&fbclid=IwAR0KV3CfMUyt9w1Jfywf9UP-5bObxgyY4Km_pDyvJA0XTrUJ5U
https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/news-events/school-magazine/
https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/news-events/school-magazine/
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OA AND    

 

KASS SOCIETY NEWS    

CONNECTING WITH CURRENT STUDENTS 

“Medicine is a very human thing to do. You are involved in the most intimate moments 

of people’s lives.” Jessica Leeney (OA 2017) presented in our latest Connections series 

on Friday 19th March. In her fourth year of Medicine at Nottingham University, Old 

Alfredian Jessica shared some key insights on the rigorous application process, advice 

on the best way to gain the required work experience in advance of your application, 

and the academic journey once at university. “Medicine is effectively detective work, 

and in modern medicine, a more holistic approach is important, so your extra curricular 

hobbies are valued for what they demonstrate about you as a person.” 

Our current students who are considering medicine, and their parents found Jessica’s 

advice very helpful. Being able to 

connect Jessica with Old Alfredian, 

Rosie Hughes (OA 2013) who is a Junior 

Doctor currently based in Liverpool is an 

extension of the Connections series, by 

supporting OAs across their journey 

from school to further study and into 

the workforce. 

Jessica Leeney  

NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS ELECTED 

Following the Society’s AGM in February it 
was announced that the following 
candidates were elected to Council: 

• Amy Chapman 

• Annabel Cody (re-elected) and will 
continue as Chair 

• David Gossen 

• Fiona Hackett (re-elected) and will 
continue as Chair of Grounds & 
Buildings 

• Sam Walsh 

Thank you to all the nominees this 
year. 

To view a recording of the AGM click here. 

LITTLE SCIENTISTS WANTED 

Would you like to take part with your 

child in a study looking at interactions 

between parents and infants? 

Stella Arnold, Old Alfredian, from class 

of 2017 is asking volunteers to help 

her with part of her research 

dissertation at the University of 

Sussex.  

 

She is looking for parents with babies 

aged 6,12 or 18 months old. 

 

Please email us at 

oa@kingalfred.org.uk for more 

information. 

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/about-us/governance/agm/
mailto:oa@kingalfred.org.uk

