
The King Alfred School 

Upper School Magazine 

November & December 2020 



 

KAS Upper School Magazine | November & December 2020 | 2 

ICONS 

SCREEN  

The Autumn term is usually sees the Phoenix Theatre full to the brim of rehearsals, 

concerts and performances. 

With no audiences allowed, and year groups not allowed to mix with each other, the 

Drama and Music Departments were undaunted—the shows must go on. 

Axemonsters was streamed live on our YouTube channel and these fabulous photos 

were taken by Emma Ziff, an ex-parent and very much part of our KAS Community. 

Performers from across Lower and Upper School took turns to take to the stage while our 

Theatre technician, Matt, manned the controls of the Live Stream. 

The Soloists Concert was recorded and edited together and can still be viewed on our 

YouTube channel. 

The Upper School Show is always a big moment in the Autumn Term with fabulous 

productions taking over the Phoenix to wow audiences of parents and friends. Well this 

year the Phoenix has been repurposed as a Hollywood-era sound stage as each element 

of the show has been performed and recorded separately. The show, titled ’Here’s 

Looking At You, KIDS!’ is a medley of scenes and songs from classic Hollywood movies. 

Ex KAS pupil, Rhodri, has taken on the role of editor and is in the process of creating the 

final big-screen movie. It won’t be ready until the New 

Year but you can check out the exciting trailer here. 

Once the top hats and canes had been packed away, 

the Music Department took over again, scheduling and 

recording a Christmas Concert to be enjoyed at 

home. 

While the thrill of a live audience can’t be replaced—the 

staff and students have worked hard to keep the magic 

of our live events going and these pictures are just a 

taste of what we can enjoy online.           The Crew with some of the performers in 
the Upper School Show 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ns8cIppfYTw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ns8cIppfYTw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2020/12/08/upper-school-show-coming-soon/
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AXEMONSTERS 

Matt manning the 
mixing desk and 
making the 
livestream 
happen! 

Photos by Emma Ziff 
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PHOTOGRAPHY MASTERCLASSES FOR A LEVEL STUDENTS 

 

The photography department had the delight of welcoming Glen Erler to the school last 

month and had a chance to hear him speak about his work during a Q&A with Head of 

Photography, Cliff. 

 

Glen spoke about his upbringing in California and his project and book ‘Family Tree’ which 

revisits his family environment and significant places and events of his and his families 

lives from births to deaths, celebrations to accidents. Each of his images is beautifully lit 

and poignantly framed.  

 

Students in Year 12 then made a response to his work, some examples of which are 

shown here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John N, Y12, Glen Erler response 
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A level photography students have also been working closely with photographer Miles 

Aldridge to create a series of works inspired by a unique brief he created for them. 

 

The brief was to analyse a painting from The National Gallery, to make a response to the 

chosen work and to add a contemporary domestic element to their work.  

 

They then had to evaluate, deconstruct and rebuild their work, pushing the working 

process as far and as wide as possible, by exploring as many different mediums as 

possible. From analogue to digital, experimenting with 

painting, drawing, moving image and more. 

The students had the opportunity to visit Miles’ studio in 

March, just before lockdown, and again in September, where 

he spoke to them about his work and showed them around 

his studio space. 

 

It was fantastic to see the behind the scenes at just how 

much goes into each photograph. Miles also generously 

donated a handful of books of his work to the Department, 

which have been very useful and inspiring for the students. 

A display of some of the initial photomontages made in 

response to the brief is currently on show in the Photography 

Department corridor. 
Stella B, Y12, Miles Aldridge response 

Chloe L, Y12, Glen Erler response 

Stella B, Y12, Glen Erler response 
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MEET THE PE TEACHERS 

LAUREN WESTON – DIRECTOR OF SPORT 

New to KAS this academic year, Lauren has enjoyed teaching 
PE for over 10 years, in a range of settings and with a wide 
number of age ranges from 2 (yes 2?!) to 18. “After working 
as a Swimming Coach for five years at David Lloyd, my love 
for learning led me to train as a Secondary PE Teacher at the 
University of Birmingham where I also played competitive 
Water polo. I later traded my polo costume for a wetsuit and 
a pink racing bike and became a member of Willesden 
Triathlon Club (WTC). As Social secretary at WTC my priority 

when competing has always been enjoyment, the medals come second!  

If I had to pick one, Swimming is my favorite sport, and my favorite thing to teach. Either 
coaching an Elite squad, or teaching a 5 year old to take their first swimming stroke, I 
love anything aquatic based (indoor and outdoor) and the joy I see in others throughout 
their learning journey. Over the years I have coached high performing Netball teams, 
taken Cross country runners to nationals and enjoyed learning to Moon Walk with Year 
2’s! There isn’t a sport I dislike.” 

CLAIRE MURPHY— PE TEACHER & HEAD OF YEARS 

8&9 

Claire has have been a member of the KAS PE department for 
25 years. “In that time I think I have taught almost every sport 
you can imagine.  When I started at KAS, I played Hockey for 
Hendon Ladies at South of England level. Now I coach Hendon 
Mill Hill ladies Hockey 1st and 2nd teams. 

Hockey is my favourite sport, and not surprisingly, my 
favourite sport to teach. Over the years, I have rowed, sailed, 
surfed, kayaked and skied with KAS. Outdoor Education is a 
passion and I look forward to being part of future outdoor 
adventures.” 

AARUN WOODHOUSE—GRADUATE SPORTS ASSISTANT 

Aarun has recently joined KAS, but had previously worked for the 
Highland games in 2008, coaching sport to many of the students at 
the time. Working in schools around Barnet and the surrounding 
boroughs, Aarun loves the variety that teaching Physical Education 
brings and finding out what sports the students are passionate 
about.  

In his spare time, he enjoys playing sports including Football and 
Golf. Away from the teaching environment Aarun has also worked at 
major sporting events like the FA Cup final and England 
international football matches where he waves Flags pitch side. 
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TOM FRANKLIN –  LOWER SCHOOL GAMES  

CO-ORDINATOR  

Tom is currently in his 6th year at KAS teaching PE across all 
Key Stages, with a specific role of Lower School Games 
Coordinator. “My favourite sport to play is football and I play 
3-4 times a week for a local club in Hemel Hempstead. Before 
this I was playing in the 1st team at Bournemouth University 
where I studied a Sports Coaching degree. This has led to me 
to take charge of the football curriculum at KAS and provide 
many clubs, fixtures, and fun tournaments for the students. 
My proudest moment to date is raising the profile of girls’ 
football at KAS and witnessing students play at prestigious 
venues such as St George’s Park!  

Aside from Football, my favourite sports to teach are 
Basketball, Handball and Fitness. Specifically, the Fitness unit 
of work has inspired me to widen my professional 

development and I am looking to get a Personal Training qualification soon.” 

HENRIETTA FARR – PE TEACHER AND FORM TUTOR 

“I’m a Devon girl who was drawn to London by the KAS ethos and 
community feel. I’m originally from Exeter, and went to school by 
the sea so London living was a big, but fun and interesting, 
change. I have always played a range of sports, but university 
solidified my love of Netball which soon became my main sport.  

During my time at KAS I have taught and trained many netball 
teams on cold winter evenings, loving the enthusiasm that the 
King Alfred pupils bring to every session. I have also been lucky 
enough to go on several of the trips run by school, including the 
skiing and surfing camps which are extremely worthwhile!  

With new members joining the PE team, it is a very exciting year 
and I look forward to learning and developing as a Department 
even further.  

SPORT NEWS: Y7 & 8 INTERFORM 

In Games the PE Department organized both a Year 7 & 8 Inter-Form Sports Competition 

in the first week of December. 

Teams had to be mixed 

and Forms competed in 

Football and Netball. 

Lauren said: “There was 

a real buzz on the New 

Astroturf/Netball Court 

where students really 

enjoyed the  

competition, cheering 

each other on from the 

sidelines.” 
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 NEWS 

GOING POTTY FOR MITZVAH DAY  

Students in Y8 spent form hour decorating 

beautiful plant pots to be sent to local homes 

for the elderly. Usually on Mitzvah Day 

students will visit the Jewish Care homes to 

entertain and interact with the residents. While 

it wasn’t possible for these visits to happen 

they students were able to send mini garden 

kits consisting of pots, seeds and soil for the 

residents to enjoy. They also included personal 

notes wishing them well.  

#KASConnected 

SCHOOL  
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PIZZA AND PHYSICS 

In November there was a Physics Lecture and Pizza 

evening for the Y11 triple scientists. They watched the 

broadcast of an Oxford University public lecture by 

renowned physicist and author, Professor Michio Kaku 

entitled ‘Physics of the Impossible Revisited’. 

Science Teacher Laura said: “The students really enjoyed 

the evening, it was a great opportunity for some stretch 

and challenge for those students who chose to study triple science at GCSE and for some 

other interested year 11 students. The lecture was engaging and prompted some interesting 

discussions afterwards about the consequences of being able to download memories.” 

STORY STRUCTURE WORKSHOP 

 
On Saturday 5th December Zah ran a workshop 

over Zoom for our new batch of TEDx speakers. 

Using his experience as a teacher of creative 

writing, he was able to guide the company 

through various possible story forms which could 

be utilised in a short TEDx talk. The mix of 

students, staff and parents found it incredibly useful as they start out on this somewhat 

daunting endeavour.  

The TEDx event will take place on Saturday 20th March in the Phoenix Theatre.  

SCHOOL SIX  

A new group of students have 

been elected as School Six. They 

will be representing student 

views. Ori, Y13 said: “At School 

Six, we're working hard to 

represent the students as best 

we can. This year, we started off 

by admitting five students from 

Y12 into our team. Now, we're 

working on understanding the 

student's opinions on various 

Covid regulations and getting 

their ideas done!” 

 

 

School Six are: 

Y13: Ori M, Erifili P, Olivia S-K, Archie W, Tara N, Ava H 

Y12: Ariana S, Benji J-A, Maria J, Salvador O, Toby S 
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MISTAKE? 

It's the ink stain on your illustration, the dent of clay in 

that otherwise perfectly thrown pot, the double exposed 

negative and any kind of smudge...(and possibly that 

third child!) 

  

What IS a mistake? Is there such a thing? Only if we 

don't observe and learn from them....only if we don't 

accept them. 

  

Please join the Art department for this year's open 

submission exhibition entitled 'MISTAKE?'. 

  

Show us your 'flaws' and we'll show you ours... 

  
 We welcome exhibits, drawings, sculpture, videos, 

photos from all staff and students from all years.  

  

Deadline for submissions will be January 18th. 

IN-TENSE POSTERS 

Year 9 Spanish students were tasked with 

a flipped learning homework to come up 

with a creative poster that explained how 

the 'Preterite’ in Spanish is formed. The 

pupils demonstrated a lot of creativity 

and the posters were not only beautifully 

presented but extremely informative and 

accurate. In lessons pupils are now using 

this tense with a lot more confidence and 

accuracy! ¡Viva la gramática! 
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SCHOOL NEWS  
LAMDA students shine like stars  

Even in the strangest of times the show must go on. In true KAS style the LAMDA students 

came out shining. Some had to take their exams remotely, due to lockdown, whilst others 

were able to perform in front of a live examiner this October. All showed their star 

qualities! The results prove how hard the LAMDA students work, irrespective of the current 

climate. Tammy Cornish and the Drama department are thrilled to share that 22 students 

were awarded Distinctions and 4 High Merits. An outstanding 

achievement for all the Lower School and Upper School 

students involved. The acting exams ranged from Grade 1 to 

Bronze Medal and all the examinees had to perform two 

scenes and then were quizzed on their knowledge of the 

plays, characters, locations and their reasons for staging. 

They deserve a massive round of applause! Encoure! 

     Tammy Cornish, Lamda Teacher 
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CHARITY NEWS    

TOY PROJECT  

The students of Form 12AM 

organised a collection of toys and 

donations for The Toy Project. 

Thanks to the generosity of the 

KAS Community, they raised over 

£500 in person and via Amazon 

Wish List and collected a huge haul 

of toys to be distributed to those in 

need over the festive period. 

They delivered the toys in person 

during Choice. 

WRAP UP LONDON 

Parent/ Staff organised a collection of coats for the Wrap Up London initiative and the KAS 

Community had a rummage around and came up with in excess of 400 winter warmers 

which were donated to homeless, elderly and refugee charities across the city through 

Hands On London. Thanks to everyone who donated! 

School Six are leading this fundraising initiative. 

https://thetoyproject.co.uk/about-us/
https://www.handsonlondon.org.uk/wrap-uplondon/
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KASS AGM - 9 FEBRUARY 2021 

 The Annual General Meeting of the King Alfred School Society will take place on February 

9th 2021 at 7pm. The AGM will either be held by webinar or, depending upon Covid -19 

regulations, in the Main Hall. Further information will be sent out at the end of term. 

  

The AGM will also be your chance to find out what has been happening in the school across 

a range of topics. Robert will be speaking after the AGM on the (exciting) future plans for 

the school, especially in relation it its educational offering.   

  

If you are interested in standing to become a member of Council (the school’s governing 

body), nominations will take place at the AGM. More information on the application and 

election process will be included in the letter going out at the end of term, so please look 

out for this but note that the deadline for nominations, to be returned to the Bursary, will 

be 9.00 am on Monday 11th January 2021. 

  

If you do not receive the end of term letter and are interested in coming to the 

AGM or nominating yourself for Council, then please contact Caroline Armstrong 

on carolinea@kingalfred.org.uk  

OA AND    

KASS SOCIETY NEWS    

A KAS COOK 

BOOK BRINGS 

BACK MEMORIES 

Old Alfredian and 

entrepreneur Navin 

Karu, shared a 

wonderful video on 

Instagram entitled: ‘My 

Inspiration’ in which he 

showed his first recipe 

book created at King 

Alfred School when he 

was seven years old!  

Now based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, he is the Founder of Ocean Flair Group, Asia, 

which includes several restaurants such as Manja KL and the Velvet Lounge, and the 

catering companies The Food Company and Big Boyz BBQ. He credits the inspiration 

for his current career to the education he received at KAS.  

Watch the video on the @OldAlfredians Instagram account. 

mailto:carolinea@kingalfred.org.uk
https://www.instagram.com/oldalfredians/?hl=en
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WORK IN PROGRESS 

Our Y13 A level artists have just 

completed putting up an exhibition of 

their work 'mid-stream', 

i.e. work in progress. It 

will stay up for a couple 

of weeks and showcases 

some of the exciting 

emerging ideas in their 

work.  

Many are applying to art 

college this year so this 

has been an opportunity 

to make an ambitious 

statement about their 

direction of travel. A final 

exhibition of their work 

will be held towards the 

end of the academic year.  


