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PHOTOGRAPHY 

BACK TO BASICS 

Millie 10A 

PINHOLE CAMERAS!  

A wonderful and exciting introduction to photography. Taking it back to its truest form 

and understanding exactly what a camera is. In Latin, Photography simply means 

‘Painting with Light’, so we use these light proof boxes with tiny pinholes to make our 

pictures.  

The students had the opportunity to make their very own pin hole cameras, from an 

everyday domesticated tin. From biscuit tins, to coffee tins, each shaped tin making its 

own unique image. We experimented with different exposure times, the sunnier it was 

the less time we needed. Then we got to develop the images in the darkroom under the 

special red lighting, that doesn’t affect the light sensitive paper. We then watched as the 

images appeared before our eyes, almost as if by magic in the dark room trays. We look 

forward to more dark room experimentation!   

               Sophie Willison, Photography Assistant 

Finn 10C 
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YEAR 10 DRAWINGS WITH LIGHT 

Y10 photographers have continued in their 

exploration of camera-less photography with a 

session on photograms. 

These light drawings go right back to the origins 

of photography and are simply created by 

manipulating light falling onto photo-sensitive 

paper. 

It's a process made famous by artists such as 

Man Ray and Laszlo Moholy-Nagy in the 1920's 

and is a great way to introduce new 

photographers to the darkroom. 

Cliff Bevan, Head of Photography 
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With World Poetry Day in October, 

the English Department went all out 

to celebrate poetry in all it’s forms. 

World Poetry Day came around again on 

October 1st which the school marked with 

our annual poetry competition.  

This year's theme was 'Vision' and we were 

thrilled to be inundated with entries. Some 

of the poems we read were thought 

provoking, some humorous, all were 

carefully crafted and a joy to read. This year 

marked the first time Lower School teamed 

up with the Middle and Upper School to find 

winners from across the years and this is 

something which we hope will continue for 

years to come.  

A special mention goes to our staff entries 

and Shyama who won this year's golden 

quill for her composition.  

Well done everyone and keep writing!  

  Zoe Rawlings, English Teacher 

 

Moments 

Poetic 

Poet Patrick Evans got the Year 7 

students fired up with a poetry 

workshop full of energy and ideas. 
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Year 9 Winner: Elisabeth B 

Y7 Winner: Huxley M 

Key Stage 5 Winner: Alanna    

See more fabulous poems 

(including some from our Lower 

School students) on our website. 

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/2020/10/13/poetry-please-national-poetry-day-competition-winners/
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Y8 Winner: Romy H 

More fabulous poems from across 

the school. 

Y7 Special Mention: Sophie N 

Y8 Special Mention: Sasha B 

Y7 Special Mention: Ella  
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HONORARY MEMBERS TEA PARTY BY ZOOM   

The King Alfred School Society (KASS) grants Honorary Membership to retiring members 

of staff who have given their all to the school for 15 years or more. Last week Kara Conti, 

President of the Society, hosted a gathering for them, a zoom tea party.  

Kara said: “Sadly no lavish feast for these dear friends was possible in this virtual set up 

but great enjoyment was still experienced at the reunion. With even less opportunities 

these days for them to visit the school or meet up, seeing each other and exchanging 

memories was very much appreciated.” 

OA AND    

KASS SOCIETY NEWS    

TEDXKINGALFREDSCHOOL 2021 

The school plans to hold another TEDx 

event in the spring and wants to hear 

from all parents, teachers and students 

who would like to take part.  

Do you have a new idea worth sharing 

or a new take on an old idea illuminated 

by a personal experience? 

Email karac@kingalfred.org.uk to 

express your interest and find out more. 

Attendees: 

Top row L-R: Barbara Morris, 
Tamlyn Worral (Development 
Director), Silvia Beevers, Tom 
Bloch 

Middle: L-R: Miriam Umney, 
Mike Young, Bill Hall, Kara 
Conti (President of KASS) 

Bottom row L to R: Christine 
Prowse, Denise Gibbs 

mailto:karac@kingalfred.org.uk
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THE D TEA DEPARTMENT 

The Design Technology Department are currently 

teaching a new project about Japan. One of their 

lessons is based on the traditional preparation of 

matcha powdered green tea during a Japanese tea 

ceremony.  

Head of DT, Miranda said, “During the lesson, we 

plan to equip students with their own matcha tea 

making sets and give them the opportunity to try 

matcha tea.” Here are some Y9 students enjoying 

a brew. 

 NEWS 

SCHOOL  

Before half term, Y9 students took on 

the classic team-work challenge of 

building a tower using only 

marshmallows, dry spaghetti and a 

small amount of tape. They 

developed their communication and 

engineering skills and the tallest 

freestanding tower won! 
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Our local residents group are looking for 

volunteers to help create a new fruit orchard. 

The aim is to set up an HGS Community Fruit 

Orchard Group, preparing for the planting of 

fruit trees and wildflower areas.  

Once planted, the trees will need a bit of 

extra care during the first years, including 

watering and weeding, but should become 

largely self-maintaining in subsequent years.  

Get in touch if you’re interested in finding out 

more. 

Email: fruitorchard@hgsra.uk              

Phone: 020 8458 2402   

INDEPENDENT SHORT FILM SCREENING FOR YEAR 13 STUDENT 

Last month, Year 13 film and photography student Stanley D screened a short film, 

‘Hustler’, he had written and produced with his brother Billy during the first lockdown in 

March.  

"The film was made in the midst of lockdown. I was so bored of the same day repeating 

over and over again, so I decided to create something about the repetitive nature of 

life. It was also inspired by American interviews and stories, and the photographs of 

Philip Lorca Dicorcia," writes Stanley. 

Screened on the Paus.tv platform, Stanley and Billy were joined by musician Benji, who 

provided an original score. In the Q & A that followed, all three answered questions from 

host Rishi Kapoor, the founder of the Paus platform. It allows appreciative audiences to 

'tip' the filmmakers after they've viewed a film, and Stanley was very happy with how his 

short was received. As it is not appropriate viewing for younger students, given its strong 

themes, we were unable to share the film across the school's communication platforms. 

However, Stanley's analysis of his own filmmaking was thoughtful and astute, and the 

event was well attended by other Year 13 students.   

 

We don't doubt that this is the 

first in a series of future films and 

special appearances by this young 

filmmaker.  

Congratulations Stanley! 

 

 

 

Nuray Jemil, Film Studies Teacher 



 

KAS Upper School Magazine | October & November 2020 | 10 

SCHOOL NEWS   

NAMIBIA TRIP UPDATE 

Y11 students (and Y12 students who 

were supposed to go last year) are 

planning their trip to Namibia next 

summer to work with our partner charity 

EHRA (covid permitting).  

The charity have been heavily impacted 

by the pandemic and, while we’ve 

continued to support them, we know it’s 

been tough.  

You can see their latest update here. 

And you can donate via their website. 

As part of her Extended Project Qualification, Y13 

student Yael recently hosted an evening of talks 

looking at the impact of mainstream school on 

students with SEN. It featured a variety of speakers, 

all of whom are experts in the field and also raised 

funds for Red Balloon Learner Centres. The event was 

live streamed from The Phoenix Theatre. 

She smashed her fundraising target of £250, raising 

nearly £500! 

All students in the Upper School (and the majority of Lower School) are 

once again able to access hot school lunches. If you want to know what 

not to cook for dinner in the evening, you can now find the weekly lunch 

menu on our website under News & Events. 

FOOD BANK DONATIONS WANTED 

The pink bins are back outside the Main Hall collecting 

donations of non-perishable food items for a local food bank. 

They will be collecting regularly from us up until Christmas so 

please place any donations in the bins. 

You can find a list of their most needed items on their website. 

Currently they’re looking to increase stocks of: tinned fish, 

tinned meat, breakfast cereals, long-life milk, instant coffee 

and tinned tomatoes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgMg0-u4JzY
https://www.ehranamibia.org/
https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/news-events/weekly-lunch-menu/
https://www.awtf.org/rc-foodbank
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MEET THE ENGLISH TEACHERS 

ALEX MARRION - HEAD OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

Alex has been Head of English at KAS for the last five years and has a 
particular passion for Old and Middle English literature as well as the Gothic 
genre, with Frankenstein a particular favourite: 

"It was the secrets of heaven and earth that I desired to learn..." 

 

ZOË RAWLINGS  

This is Zoë's sixth year teaching Years 9-13 and she is also our Key Stage 
Four Coordinator and a Year 13 tutor.  

Her favourite text to teach is Hamlet because every time she does, she 
notices something she hasn’t before. Currently, Zoë’s favourite book is 
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie - an incredible love story that 
has taught her much about England, America and Nigeria. 

 

STEVE FOTHERGILL 

Steven has been at KAS for four years. He teaches Years 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 
and 13 and is a Year 13 tutor. He has a particular interest in 20th century 
and contemporary American novels and short stories, and his current 
favourite books are The Rotter's Club by Jonathan Coe and Slaughterhouse 
Five by Kurt Vonnegut. 

“That's one thing Earthlings might learn to do, if they tried hard enough: 
Ignore the awful times and concentrate on the good ones.” - Vonnegut 

 

ANNA NI CHAOIMH 

Anna joined in 2012 and is currently on SLT in a new role as Director of 
Research, Projects and CPD. She loves to teaching poetry, especially when 
she gets to explore some of her favourites: Heaney, Boland, Frost and 
Dickinson.  In recent months, she’s been reading all of Ottessa Moshfegh’s 
work, while filling her spare time with knitting, ceramics and wild swimming. 

 

SHIVANI SINGH  

This is Shivani's third year teaching English to Years 7, 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 
and she is also a Year 7 tutor.  

She loves postcolonial literature and some of her favourite novels include 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan and A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry. Her 
favourite text to teach is The Handmaid's Tale because of its enduring 
relevance. 

 

DANIEL LOVE  

This is Daniel's seventh year at KAS. He teaches Year 7 & 8 alongside his 
role as Assistant Head and SENCo. His current favourite text to teach is An 
Inspector Calls, as it raises many questions about the nature of community 
and society that resonate just as strongly today as they did when the play 
was originally written. He is currently enjoying reading short stories by Amy 
Hempel, as well as David Runciman's writing on politics. 


