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The Village may have been late and it may have been different, but it was still a 

magical week for the students who took to the woods. 

This year’s Village was a particularly special 

event. Lockdown may have postponed the 

week itself and amendments were made to 

make it as safe as possible but with 

everything going on, it was more important 

than ever to connect with the outside 

world, share skills and experiences and 

imagine a better way of living together. 

Although social distancing did not allow for 

any over-night stays, this year’s villagers 

started the day at 8am and stayed in the 

village until 9pm. They cooked over open 

fires and constructed shelters to live in 

throughout the week.   

On Monday night, Neven, accompanied by 

Costas and Nick, played a magical concert 

by the campfire. Tuesday night, Lynne 

scared the living daylights out of everyone 

with a ghost story - although, this was 

maybe not as frightening as the one-pot 

cooking challenge the following night were 

Takako judged a particularly fine chilli con 

carne as the winning dish. This was 

followed by the evening’s entertainment; 

The Village Has Got Talent were a 

captivated audience watched Max eat 

grapes, Zen trying his best to juggle and 

Claire and Lynne throwing their grannies off 

a bus. There was lots of night time fun with 

the game formerly known as infected, and 

to round it all off, we had a Village BBQ and 

a huge game of dodge ball were the biggest 

villager of them all, DT Chris, was the last 

man standing.  

There were more student-led activities this 

year, with lots of bracelet making, tie-

dying, juggling and a very popular pizza 

oven. Al got everyone slacklining and our 

Artist in residence Judith Brocklehurst co-

constructed a huge abstract sculpture using 

withies, which is now attached to the tree 

house.  

The Bushcraft area continues to be a vital 

part of the Village experience, where Mell 

Reimagined 

The Village 
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and Meg shared their bush-craft skills and 

took us on a guided meditation to discover 

our spirit animal; apparently I am a badger 

who identifies as a rabbit.  

Nic, Dom and Isabella made the forge as 

popular as ever, with over 18 axes made 

throughout the week and for the first time 

in Village history, an axe head was forged in 

just two heats by Buster and Alessandro. 

Robert Lobatto was even seen swinging a 

hammer and is now an honorary member of 

the big-hitters club. Another Village first 

was our martial artists in residence, Josh 

and Mauricio who ran Japanese Jiu Jutsu 

workshops throughout the week.  

The week was not without its challenges. 

After a couple of sunny days, we arrived on 

a wet Wednesday morning to find the main 

tarp had blown down in the storm, along 

with many of the shelters. Undeterred, the 

community came together and rebuilt their 

Village just in time for the next downpour. 

This display of resilience and collaboration 

was a true highlight and embodied what the 

Village Project is all about. Well done 

Villagers 2020!            Alan Cusack 
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Building Days 

Team   

“We took the Year 7s to the activity 

centre at Harlow, run by Essex 

Outdoors. We were aiming to challenge 

them, as well as help to form a positive 

Community, and help the new students 

settle in.”       Adam, Head of Year 7 

“For me the trip was amazing, funny, 
exiting and cold. We did lots of activities 
like raft building, high ropes, low ropes and 
paddle boarding. Because it was a cold day, 
when you went into the lake it was 
freezing. It was a super-fun day.”   Arielle 

Year 7   
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Photos taken by students as 

part of the scavenger hunt. 

Year 8 

Year 8 students headed to Kew Gardens where they 

took part in a science themed scavenger hunt in the 

morning using the Goose Chase app. Students 

searched the gardens in groups looking for answers 

among the plants.   

They spent the afternoon sketching in the 

Mediterranean garden before heading back to KAS. 

Science teacher Laura said, “It’s a great chance for 

everyone to get to know each other outside the 

classroom in the wild!  Students were able to bond in 

their tutor groups and it was an enjoyable day.” 
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Year 10 

To prepare them for the 

challenge of their GCSE 

years the Y10s took on 

an aerial obstacle 

course, archery, 

mountain biking and a 

leap-of-faith on their 

away day to Essex 

Outdoors Centre. 



 

KAS Upper School Magazine | September 2020 | 7 

 

With new students joining KAS for Sixth 

Form, the team building day is an 

important opportunity for students old and 

new to get to know the peers they’ll be 

sharing the A level experience with. 

By giving them a sense of community and 

unity as a year group, it means they 

create vital support networks for 

themselves.  

They took part in a high ropes obstacle 

course and other co-operative challenges 

in their tutor groups and they all threw 

themselves into the activities and 

embraced the challenge.  

Head of Sixth Form, Takako said: “We 

laughed so much on our away day. It was 

so nice to see the students having fun and 

building new friendships. We could forget 

about Covid, forget about exams and just 

have a day of fun, it was just lovely.” 

Year 12 

“The day was really fun and a great 

way for new people to get closer 

with others from KAS. I thought 

the obstacle course where we all 

had to work together was very 

enjoyable as I got to talk to new 

people.”  Ethan, Y12 
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A breath of fresh air 

As part of the Enrichment programme Year 12 photographers 

have been enjoying the last of the summer weather by getting 

out and about with their mobile phones on Wednesday 

afternoons in Golders Hill Park. Starting with landscape and 

nature photography, we've been exploring how we look for 

nature in an urban environment, at traditional landscape 

composition and the textures and details at macro level. 

Students have also been having fun with phone filters. Over the 

next few weeks, we're looking forward to seeing how autumn 

transforms our local environment. See below for some 

examples of their work.                                  Nuray Jemil 

 OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHY 
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New AstroTurf 

Thank you to all of the 51 families in 
our community who have supported 
the Parent/Staff appeal for the new 
Astroturf. The surface is proving a 
hit with our students, especially 
since the weather has turned damp 
and drizzly.  

Our new Director of Sport, Lauren 
said: “Huge thank you to everyone 
involved with the hard work that 
went into the resurfacing of this 
space, it really is a huge benefit.”  

The Astroturf appeal is ongoing as 
we still need to add the backboards, 
goals, lines and benches to finish off 
the court and get it truly fixture 
ready for when matches (hopefully) 
restart after half term.  

Families are able to support the 
appeal here.  

Sixth Form Centre Development 

We are pleased to share these latest photos from the new Sixth Form Centre, where 
the roof trusses are now in place, and the second floor provides spectacular views 
across North London. The scaffolding has gone up and the exterior cladding and 
roofing will begin soon, moving us ever closer to finishing this exciting project. 

OA AND    

OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHY 

DEVELOPMENT NEWS    

https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/about-us/development/ways-to-give/
https://www.kingalfred.org.uk/about-us/development/ways-to-give/
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 Eileen McDonagh: Geography Teacher 

Fifteen years ago Eileen came to KAS on a placement 

as part of her teacher training and she says, “I loved it 

so much I’ve been trying to come back ever since!” 

In addition to teaching Geography to Upper School 

students, Eileen is also helping to train the next 

generation of teachers as part of the TES learning 

platform. 

She’s passionate about the benefits her subject brings, 

especially the human side to the subject, “Geography 

gives you statistical skills, you learn about human rights, geopolitics, it touches on 

economics and biology, it’s a multidisciplinary subject with so many applications. The 

students here are really switched on so I’m enjoying the teaching experience and once we 

can do them again, I’m really looking forward to all the outdoor camps and activities which 

this school delivers.” 

 

   Lauren Weston: Director of Sport 

Interested in sport from a young age, Lauren joined all the 

sports teams going, but developed a particular passion for 

swimming. When her swimming club asked her, age 15, to 

help out teaching the younger members, she discovered a 

love for teaching too.   

After studying Sport and Exercise Sciences at the University 

of Birmingham she honed her teaching skills at nearby UCS 

before heading off to Harrow Beijing as Head of PE. “I was 

curious about China as a country but also really interested in 

the way students learn out there, it was a great experience.” 

While teaching in China she also competed in Triathlons and 

was sponsored to take part in Solomon trail running events 

to promote the sport and raise the profile of women’s racing.  

“Having taught in North London I knew the area and I’d been 

aware of King Alfred and it’s ethos, so when the job came up 

I was excited to apply.” 

Lauren’s personal passion for sport drives her vision for the 

Department: “I want us to offer a truly exciting programme 

of sport for those students who want to compete, but also for 

those who just want to take part whether it’s yoga, hiking, 

bouldering or football. I want to give the students some 

autonomy to decide which sports they like, and to focus on 

those, so everyone can develop a love of being active. The 

team have been very welcoming and despite the lack of 

fixtures so far, the PE department is a full-on and fabulous place to work.” 

 MEET THE NEW TEACHERS 
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Sport Clubs (Extra-Curricular)  

The PE department has enjoyed welcoming back students to Extra-Curricular Sport at 

KAS. With a COVID-Safe PE programme in place, and a brand new surfaced Astroturf, 

students ranging from Year 7 – 11 have enjoyed getting stuck back into Netball, 

Hockey and Football clubs. Whilst there are no fixtures on this half-term, students have 

been working towards developing their fitness in fun skill-based sessions with an 

overall emphasis on team work and collaboration. As a Department Sport are 

continuing to refine and develop the extra-curricular provision and welcome 

suggestions from students and parents.                                          Lauren Weston 

SCHOOL NEWS   

Fundraising at the Phoenix 

The King Alfred Phoenix Theatre was fortunate enough 

to host the Noah's Ark 'Because We Can 2020' 

fundraising performance. 

A plethora of stars from the worlds of theatre, 

television, opera and music came together to perform, 

in order to raise money for this incredible charity, a 

children's hospice that aids children and families 

through the unimaginable.  

The Phoenix Theatre was turned into a makeshift television 

studio with cameras and microphones in order to live stream 

the event across the country. It was the most incredible 

experience to be involved in - to work creatively after so 

many months was exciting; to watch the performers, sing, 

joke and play their way to raising money was inspiring and to 

know it was being done for such a fantastic cause was truly 

humbling.                                                       Rob Messik 

 

Vivienne and Joel 

Sam Spiro 

https://noahsarkhospice.org.uk/about-us/

