
Frequently asked questions: Second half of the summer term 2020 

 

Which year groups will be able to return to site after half term? 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 

 

When will this happen? 

Tuesday 2 June. Monday 1 June will be a set up day for teaching staff to ensure all health and safety 
and educational arrangements are fully in place. 

 

Is this 100% definite? 

No. It is dependent on government scientific advice and in particular the ‘R’ number which will be 
reported on 28 May. If the ‘R’ number is not in the acceptable range then the Government will push 
back the date. 

 

If my child is in these year groups but does not come back to site, will KAS connected learning 
continue? 

Yes but this will look different. This will be with a different member of staff as the class teacher 
cannot do both the on-site and on-line teaching simultaneously. The children who are at home will 
form a new mixed class. The new on-line teacher will be in contact at the end of half-term. 

 

What arrangements will be in place to make the on-site experience safe? 

The DFE has issued extensive documentation on what schools must do to create a safe environment. 
The model that all schools will follow is putting pupils into groups or ‘pods’ of up to 15. These are 
self-contained units which will not mix with any other pods. Therefore, if anyone contracts COVID-19 
in one pod, it will not spread to another. 

To prevent transmission within pods, measures will be put in place which include 

• Preventing anyone with COVID-19 from coming on site 
• Enhanced hygiene protocols including regular hand washing 
• Enhanced cleaning regime throughout the day 
• Physical distancing where possible, including as much use as possible of outdoor spaces. 

We have carried out a detailed risk assessment which considers every aspect. Further details will be 
shared with parents of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 in webinars over half-term. 

 

 

 



What happens if someone in a pod contracts COVID-19? 

The child or adult who is ill will be required to self-isolate for 7 days. The rest of the pod (children 
and adults) will be required to self-isolate for 14 days. If any pod-member displays COVID-19 
symptoms, then the rest of their household will need to self-isolate for 14 days. 

 

Why are these year groups returning? 

This has been decided by the government. 

 

As an independent school, are we required to follow the government position? 

Yes. The guidance applies to all schools including independent schools. We have been advised by 
lawyers that it would be extremely unwise to divert from this position and insurers have indicated 
we would not be covered if we were to take a different path. 

 

Why did they choose these year groups? 

The Government has based its decision is based on a number of factors. 

Year 6 has been selected as it is a key transition year to secondary school. 

Our understanding of why Reception and Year 1 have been selected is that this is based on public 
health grounds. They are seen to be the groups who mix least in the wider community (e.g. go to 
shops, use public transport) and therefore pose the least risk for spreading COVID-19 in the wider 
population. 

 

Are siblings of children in these year groups allowed in school? 

Unfortunately not. The guidance addresses this specifically - only children in the specified year 
groups are allowed in school unless they are key worker children who have been allowed in schools 
throughout the COVID-19 period. 

 

What will happen for years to 2 to 5? 

These year groups will continue with KAS connected learning. The government has expressed an 
‘ambition’ for all primary pupils to have some time in school before the summer holidays. At this 
point in time, this is an ambition rather than a plan, and we await further information. 
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I have read that many schools say that the return of additional year groups will not be possible 
from a practical point of view. Is this correct? 

Many schools are worried they will not be able to accommodate all additional children in Years 2 to 
5. To implement the pod model, schools need to double the number of classrooms and double the 
number of staff. Running the online program in addition requires greater staffing levels again. 

We are aware of a number of independent schools who have written to parents to say that if the 
Government does say that Years 2 to 5 should return, then they could only accommodate one or 
two further year group on site. 

 

What is the plan for years 7 to 9? 

Years 7 to 9 will continue with KAS connected learning until the summer holiday. 

The focus therefore is on continuing to develop the on-line experience to make it as interesting, 
engaging and valuable as possible. We have recently conducted surveys in these year groups. The 
feedback was very positive, and helpfully identified areas to adjust after half-term which should 
further improve the experience. 

 

What is the plan for years 10 and 12? 

The government have said that students in years 10 and 12 should have some face to face time with 
their teachers before the summer holidays (it is not specified if this is physically or virtually). The 
government has indicated that they are not anticipating students returning to a normal timetable in 
the school.  

Guidance has been promised and we will wait to see this before making any decisions.  

For the time being therefore, KAS connected learning at home will continue for these year groups. 
What we are currently providing i.e. the full timetable through video-conferencing, is very likely to 
be far more extensive than the Government expectation. We appreciate the wider benefits of being 
back on site for these year groups, and therefore will see what is possible once the guidance has 
been issued. 

 

What happens to year 10 and 12 block exams? 

These have been rescheduled to the third week of the autumn term. In the meantime, students will 
have low stakes assessments which are designed to consolidate work that has been done and 
support preparation for next year. 

 

What is the plan for years 11 and 13? 

The pre-A-level courses for year 11, and the post A-level courses for year 13, will continue until 12 
June, which is the date when normal exams would have finished.  
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