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KING ALFRED SCHOOL

For over 100 years, the King Alfred School (KAS)

emphasise truly child-centred education, aiming to

has stood for a rational, nurturing and enlightened

draw out the best in the individual child: it is our

educational experience. Founded in 1898 by a

belief that the principles of mutual respect, of

group of parents in opposition to Victorian

relationships based on trust rather than authority

educational practices – authoritarian discipline,

and punishment, of allowing each child to develop

regimentation, religious instruction, collective

at his or her pace in an atmosphere that is free

worship – KAS was created as a demonstration

from fear, provide the best learning environment.

school interested in encouraging learning for its

We place a strong emphasis on creative and active

own sake and in the effective application of

learning and on the value of play. Co-education,

research into the educational process. It wanted to

mixed ability, all ages and non-denomination are

provide a well-rounded education that focused on

essential and enduring characteristics. Informality

what was best for the whole child and on the

is typified by the use of first names, the absence of

development of character and individuality. Its

uniform and as few rules as can be managed within

objective was to “arouse interest and the spirit of

a community.

inquiry, to cultivate working power, and the
faculties of observation and imitation, as well as the
memory; and especially to encourage self-reliance
hand in hand with the sympathetic faculties” (our
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KAS has often been referred to as a “progressive”
school. Certainly we subscribe to many of the
concepts of the progressive movement. Overall we
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The King Alfred School is situated on two beautiful

teacher/pupil ratio enables our committed and

sites. On the main site at Manor Wood, school

professional staff to provide a rich variety of

buildings surround an open field; a number of

activities and (within the confines of a structured

mature trees from the original Manor Wood provide

curriculum leading to successful preparation for

play and camp-building areas for the younger

GCSE and A levels) teachers strive to provide a

children and protection for a small amphitheatre.

broader and more generous education. We measure

The facilities have been expanded considerably over

the success of our philosophy by the acknowledged

the years: the development of new Art, DT, Music

maturity of the students when they leave, by their

and Drama suites, the Ivy Wood site since it was

successful university careers and in whatever they

purchased in 2002, the Fives Court building in

choose to do in life.

Lower School and, more recently, a complete
rebuild and refurbishment of the Upper School
Science laboratories and classrooms, and the
Phoenix Theatre in Ivy Wood.

We seek to promote independence and new ideas
from teachers and children alike; we also believe
that one of our responsibilities as an educational
establishment is to encourage and enable training

The village green setting of the main site, next to

and development among our staff. Active staff

Hampstead Heath, contributes to the community

involvement in all aspects of the school is

feeling of KAS. The school has 640 students at

encouraged.

present, from age 4 to 18. Most children will join at
Reception and continue on to the end of their
school lives. Transition from Lower to Upper School
is a natural one, and for KAS pupils does not
depend on assessments, tests or examinations.
Even though KAS is divided into two sections
(Lower School, from Reception to Year 6; and
Upper School, from Year 7 to 13), it perceives itself
as one school in which all parts belong to a whole.
Age groups are encouraged to mix and so enrich
each others’ lives. We aim to provide a happy,
compassionate environment in which the emotional,
physical and social development of the child are
held in equal regard to academic progress. A high
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The school is owned by and operated through
the King Alfred School Society, members of which
are mainly parents, ex-parents, ex-students and
members of staff. The governing body, Council, is
legally responsible for educational policy, financial
management and the development of the school.
In practical terms, Council appoints the Head and is
then consulted and informed by the Head and the
rest of the management team about general
aspects of school life. Maintaining the school ethos
remains an important part of Council’s
responsibilities.

Annual election of Members of Council ensures that

UPPER SCHOOL

parents maintain an active interest and input in

The Deputy Head leads the day to day running of

how education is carried out at KAS. On the

Upper School, supported by three assistant heads

principle that family life is a vital overall aspect of

(Academic Progress, Pastoral Care and Learning

education, parental involvement in the general life

Support). The curriculum includes a wide range of

of the school is encouraged wherever possible.

standard academic subjects at GCSE and A level, as

The Management Team consists of the following
people: the Head, the Director of Finance and
Operations, Deputy Head (Head of Upper School),
Assistant Heads of Academic Progress, Pastoral
Care and Learning Support, Deputy Head (Head of
Lower School), Deputy Head of Lower School.
THE SCHOOL IS ORGANISED AS FOLLOWS:

LOWER SCHOOL

well as Photography, Theatre Studies, Computing,
DT, Music, Film Studies, Economics, Philosophy,
Photography, Psychology and Latin, and a UAL
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts &
Production Arts.
Students take up to ten GCSE subjects. Extensive
pastoral support is offered through the form system
and a particularly close relationship is maintained
with parents. There are many extra-curricular
activities and there is a “Choice” programme, with

The Lower School is run by the Head of Lower

basketball, cooking, sailing, astronomy, creative

School and her deputy. There are two forms in each

writing, computer programming and numerous

year group, ages 4-11, on two sites. Reception and

other options on offer.

Year 1 are situated at Ivy Wood and Years 2-6 on
the Manor Wood site. Lower School has its own
library and librarian, one full-time and four parttime special needs teachers in languages and
maths, 2 part-time specialist French teachers, its
own Music teacher and teachers who support work
in Art, Design Technology (DT) and Computing. The
DT and Computing departments cover the whole
school’s age range. The gym is available to the
whole school from Year 3 upwards and those

Entry into the Sixth Form for both KAS students
and external applicants is dependent upon GCSE
results. As well as the full A level programme,
students take on various social and educational
responsibilities, becoming form representatives for
younger children, fundraising for charities and
staffing the school on Sixth Form Teaching Day.
There is no prefect body as such but an elected
team called School Six fulfils various functions.

lessons are taught by the school’s PE specialists.
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A FEW FACTS

The school is owned by the King Alfred School Society (KASS), membership is open to all on payment of a
small subscription (applications must be approved by Council). Currently, members are parents, ex-parents,
Old Alfredians, and members of staff.
School policies are available in full on our website: www.kingalfred.org.uk
Teaching staff: Currently 77 f/t (including Head and Deputies),
41 p/t, 4 learning support assistants
Librarians:

L/S 1 f/t
U/S 2 (1 f/t and 1 p/t)

Ancillary staff: 4 Estates Team and 1 Caretaker
2 p/t Gardeners
1 p/t Groundsman
3 Science Technician

School Secretary Receptionist,
School Nurse)
Council: (governing body)
18 members elected by
members of KASS. Approximately
one third stand for election/
re-election each year at the AGM

2 Lab. Assistants

Committees of Council/Bodies

1 DT Technician

reporting to Council:

Head of ICT Support and 3 IT Technicians
1 p/t Art Technician
1 Photography Technician
10 Kitchen Staff (including supervisor)
Admin staff:

Communications Officer, Lower

Education
Finance
Governance
Grounds & Buildings

17 full and part time (including Director of

King Alfred School Society

Finance & Operations, Head’s PA, 1

Parent/Staff

Administrative Assistant, 3 Educational Admin

plus various working parties

Assistants, 7 Bursary staff, Estates Manager,
Estates Assistant, Architect, Head of
Admissions & Marketing, Registrar, Admissions
Officer, Development Officer,
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CURRICULUM SUMMARY

LOWER SCHOOL RECEPTION TO YEAR 6:
AGES 4 TO 11
A wide curriculum is offered from Reception Class
to Year 6. Throughout the Lower School we have
a topic based integrated curriculum which includes
the core subjects: English, Maths, History,
Geography, Science, Drama, Design Technology,
Music, Information Technology, Personal, Social and
Health Education, Art and a full range of PE and
Games. French is taught from Reception.

UPPER SCHOOL YEARS 7-9: AGES 11 TO 14
The curriculum includes English, Mathematics,
French, Spanish, History, Geography, Science,
Music, Art, Design Technology, Drama, IT, PE
and Games and Personal, Social and Health
Education.
Every week there is a Form Hour and a Choice
afternoon, in which students can choose from a
range of topics and activities.

UPPER SCHOOL YEARS 10-11: AGES 14 TO 16
GCSE studies include six core subjects – English

(French or Spanish), Photography, and Theory
and Practice of Physical Education.
Every week there is a Form Hour, Games and a
Choice afternoon, in which students can choose
from a range of topics and activities.

SIXTH FORM YEARS 12-13: AGE 16+
Students at KAS usually take three A levels.
Subjects offered include Art & Design, Art History
(Critical & Contextual Studies in Art), Biology,
Classical Civilisation, Chemistry, Computing, Design
Technology, Economics, English Literature, French,
Geography, Government & Politics, History, ICT,
Latin, Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Film
Studies, Music, Music Technology, Philosophy,
Physics, Photography, Psychology, Spanish and
Theatre Studies.
We also offer a UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma in
Performing Arts & Production Arts and The
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). There is a
non-examinable Enrichment Course and a weekly
Form Hour.

Language and Literature, Mathematics, Double or

Further information on the curriculum and extra-

Triple Science and a Modern Foreign Language

curricular activities are available on our website:

(French or Spanish) – and three optional subjects

www.kingalfred.org.uk

chosen from History, Geography, French, Art,
Drama, Music, Design Technology, ICT, Latin, MFL
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KING ALFRED SCHOOL STAFF AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 2018

COUNCIL MEMBERS

x

Jill Luck-Hille

x

Polly Bennett

x

Peter Luck-Hille

x

Annabel Cody (Chair)

x

Kara Conti (President)

x

Sandra Denicke-Polcher

x

Stacy Eden

x

Nick Friedlos (Treasurer)

x

Fiona Hackett

x

Areta Hautman

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE & OPERATIONS:
Julie Saunders

x

Sheila Jaswon

MA (Cantab), MSc (LSE), MBA (INSEAD), ACMA

x

Sam Jukes-Adams

x

Ian Laming

x

Alistair McConville

x

John Nevin

x

Sarah Phillips

x

Christine Prowse

x

Sophie Ricard

x

Sophie Silocchi

x

Philip Whale

HONORARY FELLOWS OF KASS
x

Dawn Moore

x

Peter Palliser

x

Vaughan Thomas

x

Peter Twachtman

x

Harriet Wilson

x

Nikki Archer

x

Sue Boulton

x

Stephen Brandes
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LIST OF STAFF AT SEPTEMBER 2018
HEAD:
Robert Lobatto
MA (Oxon), PGCE, NPQH (London)

DEPUTY HEADS:
Rod Jackson – Head of Upper School
BA Hons, PGCE (University of Adelaide),
MA Education (Cantab)
Karen Thomas – Head of Lower School
BEd Hons (Goldsmiths, London)

UPPER SCHOOL STAFF
HEAD OF UPPER SCHOOL:
Rod Jackson – Head of Upper School

Thea Stallwood – Art & Craft
BA (Anglia Ruskin), MA (University of the Arts,
London)

BA Hons, PGCE (University of Adelaide),

Alan Cusack – Art

MA Education (Cantab)

MA, M Phil (PhD) (UCL), PGCE (Exeter)

ASSISTANT HEADS UPPER SCHOOL:

Nic Bevers – Technician

Anna Ni Chaoimh – Acting Assistant Head

BA Hons Fine Arts, Qualified Blacksmith

(Teaching, Learning and Assessment)
BA Hons (Dublin), Dip TV Production (Waterford),
PGCE, MA (London Met)
Peter Nickson – acting Associate Assistant
Head Teaching and Learning
BSc (Warwick), PGCE (Institute of Education)
Fiona Parsons – Pastoral Care
BA Hons (Kings London), PGCE (Institute of
Education), Dip in Psychological Issues and
Early Education (Birkbeck)
Daniel Love – Head of Learning Support
BA Hons (East London), PGCE (Herts), CTELFA

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION:
Rod Jackson
BA Hons, PGCE (University of Adelaide),
MA Education (Cantab)
Florence Forte
BA Hons (Nottingham), Intermediate Latin
(Bologna, Italy), PGCE (Kings College, London)
COMPUTING & IT:
Raj Bhalsod – Head of ICT
BSc Hons (Westminster)
Elango Marimuthu – ICT
BA Hons Computer Science, QTS

ART AND PHOTOGRAPHY:
Will Lewer – Head of Art/Fine Art
BA Fine Art (Bristol Poly), PGCE (Goldsmiths)
Cliff Bevan – Photography
BA Hons (John Moore’s University, Liverpool),
PGCE (Goldsmiths)
Lucy Pook – Art
BA Hons (Sheffield Hallam)
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY:
Miranda Socratous – Head of DT
BD Hons (Middlesex), MEd (Cantab)
Adam Findlay – DT, Head of Year 7
BSc Hons (Bristol)
Stephen de Brett – DT
Dip Ed (Bristol), CertEd (Exeter), MA (RCA),
Dip Counselling
Ralph Harris – DT
BSc Hons (UCS), PGCE (Middlesex)

Rob Messik – Director of the Phoenix Theatre
BA Hons (Birmingham), QTS
ECONOMICS:
John Simpson – Economics
MSc (Bath)
ENGLISH AND MEDIA STUDIES:
Alex Marrion – Head of English
BA Hons (Birmingham), MA (London)
Zoe Brenham – English
BA hons (Hull), PGCE (Cantab)

Kim Oliff – DT Lower School
BA Hons (Brighton), PGCE (Kingston)

Steve Fothergill – English
BA Hons (Sheffield), PGCE (Bedfordshire)

Jill Salmon – DT Lower School
BA Hons (Sussex), PGCE (Homerton)

Shivani Singh – English
BA Hons (York), PGCE, MA (Institute of Education)

Teresa Hales – DT Lower School
BA Hons (Middlesex)

Anna Ni Chaoimh – English, Acting Assistant
Head of Teaching & Learning

Chris Raymond – DT Technician

BA Hons (Dublin), Dip TV Production (Waterford),

BA (Bucks & Chiltern)

PGCE MA (London Met.)

Dominic Callaghan – Blacksmith
BA (Oxon)

Fiona Parsons – English, Assistant Head

DRAMA:

BA Hons (Kings, London), PGCE (Institute of

Lucy Hall – Head of Drama

Education), Dip in Psychological Issues and

BA Hons (Manchester)

Early Education (Birbeck)

Lynne Sasson – Drama, Acting Assistant Head

EXAMINATIONS:

of Years 8 and 9

Shyama Chandrasekhar – Exams Officer

BA Hons (Scottish Academy of Music and Drama),

BSc, MSc (Mumbai)

PGCE (Open University)
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(Pastoral Care)
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GEOGRAPHY:
Vicki Longhurst – Head of Geography
MA, PGCE (Oxon)
Rita Murray – Geography
BEd Hons (London), MA, Cert Ed
Isabel Wood – Geography
BA (Sussex), MA (University of Brighton), PGCE
(UCL)
HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT & POLITICS:
Leon Witham – Head of History
BA Hons (Warwick), MEd (Cantab)
Emma Sevitt – History, Government & Politics,
Acting Head of Years 10 and 11
BA Hons, Cert Ed (Toronto)
Alex Wahnon – History
BA Hons, MA (University of London)
Takako Yeung – Head of Politics
BA Hons (Oxon), PGCE (Institute of Education),
MA (Kings College)
Penny Wild – Assistant Head (Academic

Pauline Moloney – French
BA Hons (Caen-Besse, Normandy), BA (Paris),
Teaching Certificate (Centre International)
Sandrine Rodrigues – French/Spanish
BA (Paris), MA (Paris), PGCE (Institute of
Education)
LEARNING SUPPORT:
Daniel Love – Head of Learning Support
BA Hons (East London), PGCE (Herts), CTELFA
Shyama Chandrasekhar
BSc, MSc (Mumbai)
Jeanette Glasser
MA, PGCE (London)
Simon Kerslake
BA Hons (Sussex)
Patrick Leacock
Dip in teaching (Middlesex), City & Guilds
Basic Skills teaching, Stages 1 & 2
Matt Lewis
BA Hons (Brighton)

Progress), History, Government & Politics

Nicola Lohr

BA Hons (Keele), PGCE (Exeter)

BA Hons (Central), MA (RCA), PGCE

Maternity leave

(Institute of Education)

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES:

Jillian Whitelam

Camilla Parsons – Head of MFL

MA (Oxon)

BA Hons (London), PGCE (Institute of Education)

LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS:

Ander Fraser – Spanish

Frauke Ehmke

BA Hons (Exeter), PGCE (Bristol)

BA (London)
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Melanie Hering

MUSIC AND FILM STUDIES:

BA Hons (Kings College, London), MA (Goldsmiths,

Neven Vangelov – Director of Music

London)

BSc (St Cyril and Methodius University, Skopje),

Gemma MacRae
BSc Hons (Leicester)
LIBRARY:

PGCE (Middlesex)
Nell Buckingham – Music
BMus Hons (Middx)

Jenny Monaghan – Librarian

Daniel Aarons – Music Technology

MA Hons (University of Glasgow), MA Library and

BA Hons (Anglia Ruskin), PGCE (Greenwich)

Information Studies (UCL)

Nuray Jemil – Film Studies

Gordon McQueen – Assistant Librarian

BA Hons (Surrey), MA (Kings College), PGCE

BA Hons (London, Guildhall), MA (London Met), MSc

(Institute of Education)

(City University London)

PHILOSOPHY:

MATHEMATICS:

Paul Dawson – Philosophy

Jeff Harlow – Head of Mathematics

BA (London), MPhil (London), PhD (London)

BSc Hons (Soton), PGCE (Greenwich)

PSYCHOLOGY:

Susan Kim – Mathematics

Ania Herbut – Head of Sixth Form, Psychology

BSc, Master of Teaching (University of Sydney)

MA (Middlesex)

Sam Kirkwood – Mathematics

PHYSICAL EDUCATION:

BSc Hons (Bristol), PGCE (London)

Edo Skender – Head of PE

Kerry Randall – Mathematics
BSc Hons (York), PGCE (Institute of Education)
Pany Kokotsi–Symeou – Mathematics
BEd (Cyprus), MA (Reading), PGCE (Kings, London)
Lois Scott – Mathematics
BSc Hons, PGCE (Newcastle)

Visoka Sprema (Zagreb)
Chris Lehane – PE
BA Hons (Surrey), PGCE (Brunel)
Claire Murphy – Head of Years 8 & 9, PE
BEd Hons (Edinburgh)
Henrietta Farr – PE
BSc Hons (Aberystwyth), PGCE (Buckingham)
Tom Franklin – PE
BSc Hons (Bournemouth), PGCE
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SCIENCE:
Philip Price – Head of Science

LOWER SCHOOL STAFF

BSc (UEA), PGCE (Kent)

HEAD of LOWER SCHOOL:

Ryan Godfrey – Biology

BEd Hons (Goldsmiths, London)

Karen Thomas – Head of Lower School

BSc Hons (UCL), PGCE (Institute of Education)
DEPUTY HEAD of LOWER SCHOOL:
Laura Beardwood – Physics

James Griffiths – BA Primary Teaching

BSc Hons (Duham), PGCE (Durham)

(Auckland College of Education)

Stephen O’Byrne – Chemistry

CLASS TEACHERS:

BSc Hons (Trinity College, Dublin), PGCE (Bangor),

Claire Michael – Reception

Dip Journalism (The Irish Academy, Dublin)

BA Hons (OU), NNEB, PGCE (Institute of Education)

Peter Nickson – Physics, Director of Canvas,

Emma Neale – Reception

Acting Associate Assistant Head (Teaching

BA Hons (Glasgow), PGD Ed (West Scotland)

and Learning)
BSc (Warwick), PGCE (Institute of Education)

Elys Christou – Year 1
BA Hons (Warwick), PGCE (East London)

Jo Tang – Biology
BSc Hons (Nottingham), PGCE (Institute of

Nina Soulsby – Year 1

Education)

BA Hons (Northumbria)

Roger Grech – Senior Science Technician

Caitlin Bennett – Year 2

BTEC (Hatfield Poly)

BA Hons (Leicester), PGCE, MEd (Cantab)

Eileen O’Brien – Science Technician

Ilona Ullman – Year 2
BEd Hons (PNL), BSc Hons (OU)

SUPPORT:
Tanvir Dharamsi – Cover Supervisor

Arabella Neagle – Year 3

BSc Hons (Wales), PGCE (CNAA)

BA, PGCE (UCL)

Shirley Sum – Lunchtime Supervisor

Rocco Pannagio – Year 3

BA Hons (London College of Fashion)

BA Hons (Southampton), PGCE (Roehampton)
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Nick Ryde – Year 4

Anna Kendall – French

BA Hons, GTD (Auckland, NZ)

BA Hons (London), PGCE (Oxford Brookes)

Sara Beattie-Kerr – Year 4

Helen Kelly – French

BA Hons (Nottingham), Dip Coaching, Mentoring,

BA Hons (Surrey)

Cert. in Science Education (Kingston)

Jane Stevens

Lucy Bailey – Year 5

Bed Hons (Cantab), RSA Dip SpLD (UCL, MA

BSc Hons (UEA), PGCE (Cantab), DipDrama

London)

Zachary Pollack – Year 5

LEARNING SUPPORT:

BA Hons (Essex), PGCE (Brunel)

Sally Wall – Acting SENCO

Adele Bridgewater – Year 6
BA Hons (Warwick), PGCE (Institute of Education)
Sophie Cooper – Year 6
BA Hons (Hull), PGCE (East Anglia)
Jess Janda – Support Teacher
BA Hons (Brunel), Primary PGCE (Lancaster)
SPECIALIST TEACHERS:
Jenny Collins – Instructional Coach
MEd, PGCE (Cantab)
Rachel Herman – Instructional Coach
BA Hons, PGCE (Wales)
Cathy Brown – Librarian
BA Hons (Sussex), PGCE (Institute of Education)
Camilla Ovenden – Music
BEd Hons (Cantab)
Katrina Fotopoulos – Art
BA Hons (Derby), PGCE (Nottingham Trent)
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BA Hons (Oxon), PGE (Surrey)
Priya Karia – SENCO (Maternity leave)
BSc (Edith Cowen University), MSc (Curtin
University)
Fiona Brown
BA Hons (York), PGCE (Sussex)
Dennis Cooke
BA Hons (OU)
Juliette Schneiderman
BEd (Oxford Brookes), OCR Level Dip (SpLD),
AMBDA
Juliette Lewin – SEN Teacher
BEd (Goldsmiths College), Level 5 PG Diploma,
Teaching learners with specific learning
difficulties/dyslexia

TEACHING ASSISTANTS:

Claire Rasul – Upper School Admin Support

Lisa Bellamy

BTEC Business and Finance

BA (North London University), NNEB
Harriet Dell
BA Ed (Middlesex), PG Dip (East London)
Carla Geoghegan
Montessori Certificate
Teresa Hales
BA Fine Art, PGCE (London)
Ellie King
BA Hons (London), PGCE (Middlesex)
Sarah Michael
BA Hons (Sussex)
Claire Robinson
BSc Hons (City of London), PGCE (Middlesex)
Hayley Sloan
HND (Brighton)
Josie Steed
BA Ed, Diploma in Ceramics
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF:
Pam Oliver – Head’s PA

Andre Mourato – Upper School Admin Support
BA Hons (University of West of England)
Nikki Sullivan – Admin (Lower School)
BA Hons (Southbank)
Danyelle Daley – Receptionist
BA Hons (Bedfordshire)
Lorraine Kent – School Nurse
ADMISSIONS AND MARKETING:
Linda Fraser – Head of Admissions and
Marketing
BA (Oxford Brookes)
Gill Newsam –Registrar
Caren Rosenthal –Admissions Officer
Secretarial & Business Diploma (St Godric’s,
Hampstead)
Diane Leeming – Communications Officer
BA Hons (Leeds)
BURSARY:
Julie Saunders – Director of Finance &

Erika Palmieri – Admin Officer (Head’s office)

Operations

MA (Universitadi Napoli L’Orientale)

MA (Cantab), MSc (LSE), MBA (INSEAD), ACMA

Sheila Hanlon – Assistant Head of Sixth Form,

Tricia Still – Accountant/Bursary Manager

HE Advisor, Archivist
PhD (York University Toronto), MA (Guelph),
BA Hons (Guelph)

Sharon Myers – Finance Manager
BSc (Glasgow), DipAcc, ACA
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Caroline Armstrong – Project Officer

Muhammad Habibul Rouf – Saturday

MA (Cantab), ACA

Caretaker

Shalaka Karlekar – Development Officer
BA (Middlesex), Dip. in Marketing (CIM), CELTA
(Cambridge)
Keira O’Brien – Payroll Officer/HR Assistant

Rami Bajsair – Security Officer
BSc (OU), SIA
Anne-Frederique Dujon – Gardener

BTEC Level 4 Payroll Administration

Amanda Guo – Gardener

Mahmood Noman – HR Manager

ICT SUPPORT:

BA (Manchester), MSc (Leicester), MA (UCL), PG

Paul Williamson – Head of ICT Support

Cert (Heriot-Watt), Chartered MCIPD

Comptia A+ MCSE

Annabel Cross – Bursary Assistant

Jiaur Choudhury – ICT Curriculum Support

COUNSELLORS:
Tracy Preston

BSc Hons (North London), MSc Computer Science
(Westminster)

BA, MBACP Dip Couns

Rachel Shere – SIMS Manager

Jodi Shoffren

James Burgin – ICT Technician

BA Ed, Ar Dip Counselling Children
ESTATE MANAGEMENT:
Zah Rasul – Head of Operations (Estates)
BA Hons (UEA), GradIOSH, MIWFM
Maggie McCaughey – Estates Administration
Manager
GNVQ Intermediate
Jorge de Jesus – Estates Assistant
Aaron Nathan – Resident Caretaker
Scott Craig – Caretaker
Tom Slade – Caretaker

KITCHEN:
Ollie Kazadi –Catering Manager
Amina Ahmed – Catering Assistant
Vilma Baltramaitye – Catering Assistant
Rubina Hussein – Catering Assistant
Isatu Jelloh – Catering Assistant
Katie O’Doherty – Catering Assistant
Ruth Oghenekaro – Catering Assistant
Shauna Parris – Catering Assistant
Akosua Sarsoa Amoako – Catering Assistant
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Thelma Thomas – Catering Assistant

Barney Lore – Brass

Elena Vavrovicova – Catering Assistant

Charlotte Lamb-Mercer – Singing

PERIPATETIC TEACHING STAFF:

Nick Marangoni –Jazz Piano

Lydia Aoki – Piano

B Mus (Verona Conservatory)

Axelle Bastiani – Cello

David Quike – Guitar

John Brady – Guitar
(City Lit)
Sam Braysher – Saxophone/Clarinet

BMus (Thames Valley)
Sophie Russell – Piano
MMus (Royal College of Music), PGCE (London)

BA Hons (Guildhall), Guildhall Artist Fellowship

Ramin Sherrington – Drums

2011-13

BA Hons (Middlesex)

Daniel Broad – Voice/Piano

Richard Wade – Violin

GRNCM (RNCM)

MA (Bristol), BMus Hons (Sheffield), ARCM

Sarah Carter

SCHOOL ADVISOR:

BMus in Popular Music, BTEC in Popular Music Voice

Dr Nolan Wengrowe

Michael Chillingworth – Saxophone/Clarinet

MB ChB, MRC GP Medical Consultant

BA Hons (Guildhall)
Tammy Cornish Hyde – LAMDA
BA Hons, MA (Sussex), PCGE (Cambridge)
Christina Gill – Voice
BMus (Kochester, NY)
Robert Greenfield – Guitar/Bass
Peter Hewitt – Piano
GTCL, FTCL
Hannah Lang – Theory/Flute
FTCL, LTCL
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ENTRY PROCEDURE

Children can be registered for entry at most ages,

offer is not accepted within the prescribed period, it

with the exception of Year 11 (ie halfway through

will be withdrawn.

GCSE) and Year 13. The main point of entry is at
age 4 (Reception Class), with additional places
available at age 11 (Year 7) and age 16 (Year 12).
In all other year groups occasional places become
available from time to time.

There is an entry point into Year 7 (age 11), when
8-12 places may be available. Students apply to
come for an assessment day by filling in the
application form and sending a school report. We
contact previous schools for references. The

The first stage of the entry procedure is to complete

assessment day consists of written assessments,

an application form and send a registration fee.

team building activities and interviews. This is

When the application form is received, the child’s
name will be added to the waiting list, but this

followed by a meeting with the candidate and
parents for shortlisted applicants.

does not guarantee a place. For Reception entry,

Candidates for the Sixth Form (Year 12) are asked

the date of application in relation to the child’s date

to apply by completing an application form and by

of birth is an important consideration. The date of

sending reports from current schools. We contact

application is also relevant for occasional vacancies.

previous schools for references. Students may then

It is therefore in the child’s best interest for the

be asked to visit the school for interviews, which

application form to be submitted as early as

will involve meetings with the Heads of Department

possible. The closing date for application for Year 7

of their A level choice subjects. Students have an

entry is by the end of September of the preceding

opportunity to discuss their subject choices with the

year, ie when the child is entering Year 6.

Careers Adviser. The minimum requirement for

For occasional places, the school invites parents of
students to meet the Head of Lower or Upper
School, as appropriate. The next stage is a visit, as
detailed in the Admissions Policy. After this visit the

entry to Year 12 is five B grades at GCSE; the
school requires higher grades in some subjects to
be taken at A level or those related to them.
Parents are also invited to meet with senior staff.

school will decide whether or not to make a firm

Please address any enquiries to Admissions by

offer which will be subject to a time limit. If this

telephone 020 8457 5285/5170 or by email:
admissions@kingalfred.org.uk
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FINANCIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS & SCALE OF FEES
SEPTEMBER 2018 – JULY 2019

Reception, Y’s 1 + 2 (4-6 years)
Y’s 3-6 (7-10 years)

£5,358 per term
£6,174 per term

Upper School: Years 7-11 (11-18 years)
£6,459 per term
Fees include Pupil’s Personal Accident Insurance.

LUNCHES (OPTIONAL – COST PER TERM)
Reception and Years 1 + 2 £222; Year 3-6 £266;
Year 7-13 £280; single lunch £4.90.

ADDITIONAL EXTRAS: LOWER SCHOOL

FEE DEPOSIT
When a place is accepted, a deposit equivalent to
one term’s fee is payable to the School. The deposit
is not refundable if a child does not take up a place
once accepted. Increases may be billed from time
to time in order to maintain the deposit at a level
equal to the current termly fee. The deposit will be
returned after the child’s final term at the School
and any outstanding fees and other charges have
been paid.
FEES
Fees are generally revised at the start of each

Camps (and some trips); musical instruments.

school year and take account of changing costs.

ADDITIONAL EXTRAS: UPPER SCHOOL

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL

Camps and school trips; text books/specialised

Written notice of the removal of a pupil must be

materials; examination fees. Learning Support,
if applicable.

FEES

received by the Bursary Manager on or before the
first day of term at the end of which it is to take
effect. In the absence of proper notice the School
Fee for the following term must be paid and the fee

Fees are due by the first day of term and the

deposit will be set against any liability arising under

School reserves the right to charge interest on

this paragraph.

overdue accounts. Fees are generally revised at the
start of each school year and take account of

APPLICATION/REGISTRATION FEE

changing costs.

There is a non-returnable Registration Fee of £100
per child payable for each application.
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ADMISSIONS POLICY

INTRODUCTION

x

years. The Registrar maintains waiting lists.

1.1 The King Alfred School (KAS) Admissions Policy
seeks to achieve a successful fit between the school
and its pupils. The procedure should allow the
school to gain a realistic picture of the prospective
student; and the student and parents to gain one of
the school.
1.2 To maintain the character of the school and
support its ethos, there must be a reasonable
spread of ability.

Occasional vacancies as they arise in other

2.3 The first stage of the procedure for all
applicants is to complete an application form and
pay the non-refundable registration fee. The child’s
name will then be put on the waiting list but this
does not guarantee a place.
2.4 Since date order of application has some
bearing in our admissions procedure for Reception
Class and occasional vacancies (but not Year 7 and

1.3 The aims of this policy are to eliminate

Year 12 entry), it is important to register as early

from the admissions process, as far as possible,

as possible.

any significant disadvantages which may be
encountered by those applicants with special
educational needs and/or disabilities and to set
admissions criteria that is fair to all applicants.
ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE
2.1 The School will treat every application from
a pupil with special educational needs and/or

2.5 The closing date for Year 7 entry is during
September of the previous year, ie when the pupil
is entering Year 6. This closing date is published o
the school website.
2.6 The Admissions Procedure normally comprises:
x

the Admissions Office by completing a duly

disabilities in a fair, open-minded way.

signed application form and payment of a nonrefundable registration fee.

2.2 The main point of entry is into Reception Class
where we normally admit forty children per year.

x

A limited number of places at age 11 into
Year 7.

x

Post GCSE into the Sixth Form (Year 12).
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Consideration of that application and any
supporting documentation by KAS.

The other points of entry are:
x

Registration of a prospective pupil’s details with

x

A report from the previous school, or nursery
(as appropriate).

x

x

A visit by the pupil to KAS, accompanied by

3.2 A visit is arranged when a place is available

parents in the case of those applying to

or likely to become so, and the school report

Reception.

and/or the interview with the parents indicates

A meeting between the parents and the Head

that KAS may be an appropriate school for the

or a Deputy Head.

prospective pupil.

x

An assessment of the pupil.

x

An offer of a place, or advice should it not be

THE ASSESSMENT AND INTERVIEW PROCESS

possible to offer a place.

4.1 The assessment is an opportunity to determine

In the case of those applying to Reception, the
school may on occasion decide to visit the child’s
nursery or school to observe the child in a familiar
environment before determining whether or not to
offer a place.
THE VISIT
3.1 The visit is central to the process. The
procedures for visits are as follows:
x

Reception Class admission: there is generally a
half day visit.

x

Year 1 admission (occasional vacancies): there
is generally a 1 day visit.

x

Other year’s admission (occasional vacancies):
pupils normally spend two days at KAS,

x

a child’s readiness for the next stage of his/her
education, his/her academic potential, learning
profile and whether the child is able to fully
participate in and take advantage of the education
offered by KAS. The school will make reasonable
access arrangements for those applicants with
disabilities during the admissions process. Further
information is available in the school’s Disability
Access Policy, on page 35, or online at
www.kingalfred.org.uk
4.2 The assessment of applicants for entry at all
stages except Reception Class includes Maths and
English exercises at an age appropriate level. For
Year 7 and Sixth Form applicants:
x

Year 7 admission: following review of

attending classes and mixing with their peer

application forms, school reports and any other

group.

relevant information a number of applicants are

Year 7 and 6th Form admission: applicants

invited to an assessment day in the autumn

undergo an assessment (see below).

term of Year 6. The assessment will normally
comprise written exercises, team activities and
interviews.
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x

for an Educational Psychologist’s or other

Sixth Form admission: following review of

appropriate professional’s report.

application forms, pupils’ covering letters,
school reports, actual or predicted examination

x

Whether the child is able to thrive in the KAS

results and any other relevant information, and

atmosphere, in which a wide degree of freedom

taking into consideration the criteria set out

and encouragement to take responsibility for

below, selected applicants are invited to visit

oneself are key elements. In this environment

the school, generally for one day. During their

the ability and willingness to cooperate and

visit prospective Sixth Formers will normally

negotiate are essential.

meet KAS students, do written assessments
and have interviews with relevant Heads of

ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA

Department. They are asked to bring samples

5.1 In considering applications the school will take

of recent school work with them.

into account:

4.3 We want the decision to join KAS to be an

x

informed one, by both child and parents. Parents

The date order of application, and for 4+ entry,
the period between birth and application.

are expected to support the school and to trust us.

x

The maintenance of a mixed ability range.

We are honest with parents about KAS; we ask

x

How the child integrates with a group and his or

parents to be honest with us and to be open about
any issues relating to their children. We look for

her peers.
x

children who will thrive at KAS and who will
contribute to the school community.

supporting the aims and ethos of the school.
x

x

How responsive the child is to teachers and to

special educational needs and/or disabilities.
x

The minimum entry requirement is 5 B (6)

How well the child will integrate into the school

grades at GCSE; in practice departments
require some higher grades in the subjects the
students wish to pursue at A level.

How the child responds to the demands of
schoolwork and how willing he or she is to work

x

GCSE results for applicants to the Sixth Form.

classmates.
community.
x

Our ability to provide pupils with what they
need to develop, including those pupils with

4.4 Through the selection process we assess:
x

The importance of parents understanding and

x

The need to maintain a balance of entry so that

independently.

we can encourage families new to KAS, while

If relevant, whether the school is able to

looking favourably on children whose families

adequately cater for and meet any special

already have a demonstrable connection with

educational needs and/or disabilities. We ask

the school.
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SEN AND DISABILITY
6.1 Although the School welcomes applicants
with disabilities and/or special educational needs,
its current facilities (physical and otherwise) are
limited. The School will do all that is reasonable
to comply with its legal obligations under the

6.4 If, after reasonable adjustments have been
considered, the School is unable to adequately
cater for the needs of those children with
disabilities, parents will be informed why an offer
will not be made. The School has the final decision
in all cases of admissions.

Equality Act 2010 to accommodate the needs of

6.5 If an applicant’s disability becomes apparent

those applicants with disabilities for which, with

after admission, the School will consult with parents

reasonable adjustments, the School can adequately

about what reasonable adjustments, if any, can be

cater for.

made in order to allow the child to continue at the

6.2 Before offering a place the school must feel
reasonably sure that it will be able to adequately
cater for, educate and facilitate the development
of the prospective pupil (to the best of his/her
potential). The School operates an inclusion policy
which it believes enhances school life, but the
prospective pupil must be able to access the
mainstream curriculum at an age appropriate level.
6.3 Parents are requested to complete the
Additional Needs Form when registering a place for
their child at the School and include details of any
special circumstances relating to their child’s
health, allergies, disabilities or learning difficulties
or other circumstances which may affect their
child’s performance in the admissions process and
ability to fully participate in the education provided
by the School. The School will consider whether
reasonable adjustments need to be made for a
disabled child during the admissions process.
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School. If, after reasonable adjustments have been
made, the School is unable to adequately cater for
and meet the needs of the pupil, the Head may
request parents to withdraw their child. Fees in lieu
will not payable in these circumstances and the
acceptance deposit will be returned.

BURSARY AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT POLICY

GENERAL

WHAT WILL THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT COVER?

King Alfred School offers financial support, in the

Both categories of support will be given in the

form of means tested bursaries and exceptional

form of discounts on school fees. The awards

temporary support, in order to make the benefit of
KAS education more accessible to all children.
Requests for support may fall into two categories:
x

Bursary awards to students entering Upper
School or Sixth Form, where a place has
been offered in accordance with the school’s
admissions policy but parents/guardians
are unable to fund the full tuition fees.

x

Temporary support for existing KAS students
where an unanticipated and exceptional
change in family circumstances has caused
such difficulty in meeting tuition fees that the
child may have to be withdrawn part way
through a stage of education.

and the level of discount will depend primarily on
the recipient families’ means but may also take
into account compassionate or other relevant
circumstances.
In the most exceptional cases an award may also
provide a contribution towards the cost of curricular
extras, such as trips and textbooks.
WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA FOR OFFERING
FINANCIAL SUPPORT?
Awards will be determined on the basis of
individual parents’/guardians’ income and other
circumstances, eg their savings, investments and
saleable assets, the size of their family, any other
dependants, etc. Further details about this are

Separate budgets are provided for each category.

given below. It is expected that most awards will

Budgetary availability will be taken into account

provide discounts ranging from 50 percent to 100

during the school’s annual review of the number

percent of fees.

and value of bursaries that may be considered.
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WHO WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR A

consideration will be given to the bursary

BURSARY?

application and parents given an indication before

Bursary applications will be considered for students

the visit or assessment as to whether a bursary is

who are offered places in Year 7 or Year 12, in

likely or not. This will enable them to consider

accordance with the school’s normal criteria.

whether to proceed with the visit or assessment.

Applications are equally welcome for those who are
already KAS students and for those applying from
outside the school. Awards will be offered for the
remainder of the student’s career at KAS.

In some cases it will not be possible to carry out
the initial consideration of the bursary application
before the visit or assessment. In these cases
parents should be aware that attendance for the

If funds remain available after consideration of

visit and any offer of a place gives no indication

Year 7 and Year 12 applications, bursaries may

whatsoever whether or not a bursary will be

be considered for students applying for casual

offered.

vacancies in Upper School.

The Bursary application form includes financial

Following future reviews of this policy, bursaries

information and space for other relevant

may, at some stage, be extended to Lower School.

information. The Bursar may ask to meet the

WHAT IS THE BURSARY APPLICATION PROCESS?

any supporting documentation and additional

Bursaries are awarded at the discretion of Council.

information that may be required. Parents may also

The Bursar is responsible for the management and
coordination of the process. Offers of a place in the
school and of a bursary are separate matters and
are treated accordingly. Academic staff who
consider admissions, are not involved in
consideration of bursaries. The school’s normal
admissions policy therefore applies to all applicants.
Prospective parents are invited to indicate at an
early stage (in the case of Year 7 this will generally
be 16 months before admission) whether they
expect to apply for a bursary. Those who do will
receive bursary application forms at the same time
as their children are invited for a visit (Sixth Form)
or assessment (Year 7). Whenever possible, initial
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parents, in school or at their home, and will request

find it helpful to have an initial discussion with the
Bursar before submitting an application.
Any bursary offered will be confirmed to parents by
the Bursar at the same time as a place is offered or
as soon afterwards as possible.
The Registrar and Bursar manage the detailed
procedures necessary to facilitate the process
described above.
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FOR HOW LONG WOULD TEMPORARY SUPPORT
APPLY?

school fees will be personal. However, the School
has a duty to ensure that all bursary grants are well
focused and so, as well as taking into account

Temporary financial support may be considered for

current earnings (net of tax, national insurance,

an existing KAS student where an exceptional

mortgage interest and/or rent), consideration will

change in family circumstances causes such

be given to:

difficulty in meeting the fees that the child might
have to be withdrawn part way through a stage of

x

The family’s ability to improve its financial

education. Each award will be considered in the

position or earning power. For example, where

light of the family’s particular circumstances and

there are two partners, both would be expected

the educational stage reached. Awards will

to be employed unless one is prevented from

generally enable the student to complete a school

doing so through incapacity, the need to care

year or, where appropriate, a particular stage of

for children under school age or other
dependants, or the requirements of their

education (eg GCSE).
Applications will be considered on the same basis

partner’s work.
x

as applications for bursaries, taking into account
family means and other circumstances. Any offer

and other assets.
x

of temporary support will be confirmed in writing to
parents by the Bursar.

WHAT IS TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN CONSIDERING
FINANCIAL SUPPORT?
The amount of an award is not influenced by a
child’s ability but by the extent of need. Each case
is assessed on its own merits and awards are made
accordingly, subject to the School’s ability to fund
these within the context of what is viable and the
School’s budget. It is recognised that judgements
about what sacrifices a family should make to pay
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In cases of separation, any maintenance
payments that must be paid or received or any
contributions to school fees that may

budget availability, or the grant of a bursary if the
the temporary support.

The value of the family home and the amount
of equity that can be viably released.

x

Further support, subject to circumstances and
student is eligible, might be considered on expiry of

The realizable value of savings, investments

reasonably be expected from the absent parent.
x

Contributions to household costs by members
of the extended family, any adults unrelated to
the child or by outside sources.

x

Fees paid to other schools (or universities) and
the support applied for and received from those
institutions.

SIXTH FORM

The Sixth Form at King Alfred School has a record

We also offer UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma in

of excellent A level results and offers a good variety

Performing Arts & Production Arts and The

of subjects for students to choose from:

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ).

x

Art

In the Sixth Form, our teacher-student ratio is 1-4

x

Art History (Critical & Contextual Studies in Art)

and is a fundamental aspect of our success; this

x

Biology

ratio ensures that students get individual support

x

Chemistry

as needed. Students are treated as young adults

x

Classical Civilisation

and enjoy friendly, close working relationships with

x

Computer Science

staff. We achieve high academic standards within a

x

Design Technology

non-competitive and non-pressured environment

x

Economics

where we put equal emphasis on academic rigour

x

English Literature

and personal development.

x

Film Studies

x

French

x

Geography

x

Government and Politics

x

History

x

Mathematics

x

Further Mathematics

x

Latin

x

Music

x

Music Technology

x

Philosophy

x

Photography

x

Physics

x

Psychology

x

Spanish

x

Theatre Studies
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SCHOOL DATES 2018/19

AUTUMN TERM 2018
Monday

3 September

Staff meeting day

Tuesday

4 September

Staff INSET day

Wednesday

5 September

Student Induction day for Years 7, 10, 11, 12 and 13

Thursday

6 September

First day of Autumn Term

Monday-Friday

22 Oct – 2 Nov

HALF TERM

Wednesday

14 December

Last day of Autumn Term

Monday

7 January

Staff meeting day

Tuesday

8 January

First day of Spring Term

Monday-Friday

18-22 February

HALF TERM

Friday

5 April

Last day of Spring Term

Tuesday

23 April

Staff meeting/INSET/Moderation day

Wednesday

24 April

First day of Summer Term

Monday

6 May

Bank Holiday – SCHOOL CLOSED

Monday-Friday

27-31 May

HALF TERM

Thursday

11 July

Last day of Summer Term

Friday

12 July

Staff clearing up day

SPRING TERM 2019

SUMMER TERM 2019
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HOW TO FIND KAS

The King Alfred School
Manor Wood, North End Road,
London NW11 7HY
Tel: 020 8457 5200
email: kas@kingalfred.org.uk
admissions: admissions@kingalfred.org.uk
www.kingalfred.org.uk

Please note there is no parking in the school.
Disabled parking:
There are disabled parking bays at both of our sites
for drivers with special requirements. Please
contact Zah Rasul on 020 8457 5218 to book a bay.
Parking nearby: there is free parking nearby in The
Park, Park Drive and Park Avenue, Wellgarth Road,
Chandos Way and Hampstead Way (except for one
hour, between 11:00-12:00, each week day, when
there are residents’ restrictions). There is metered
parking on North End Road, outside the school.
By train or bus: the nearest tube station to the
school is Golders Green on the Northern Line (a 10
minute walk from the school). Buses 210 and 268
go up North End Road from Golders Green.
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